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PURPOSE <***. 


To bring to your attention the attached summary brief 
concerning the subject. 


’BACKGROUND 

Tou will recall that Harry Gold was introduced into 
Soviet espionage activity by Thomas L. Black In 1935. Black has 
admitted engaging in Soviet espionage activity from about 1934 to 
1947 under various Soviet espionage superiors. 

ACTION 


Bone. The attached brief is for your information. 
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^ V l*li AV/MAVU « I\ 

:: r > . INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 

«5 T 

l*' ‘ 

v ■ Rerep of SA Robert Q. Jensen, 4-26-51, st Philadelphia. 

Cortain Information pertaining to Unknown Subject, wa, 
Nichols, and Unknown Subject, was, Paul Smith, Paul Petersen, is 
\ A set out in refrep. Philadelphia should also report this Informs- - 

tlon in the respective oase files of the Unknown Subject oases. 
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So Hew York report of SA SALTER C. ROBTYIBO, SSu, A/ll/SL. 


,a 


On 4/LS/Sl JHjIIAS La_SULCK^edvltod that ho had never not 
j'UOXSOFP. BLACK aald that he knewdf' KALIS OFF as a cheaitt but had no 
'• ledge of hie being involved in espionage* 


fieferatiood report requeeted DAVID RT3LIX* 0* 8. laval Aviation 
Research Station* /ohntvllle, Pa*» be interviewed for Infornatioa oonoernlqg 
KALI SO FF. 


BOSLH le no longer employed at Saval Reeearoh Station* 
John evil le, Pa. Be it in raaidenoo at 8 80 Federal Drive* Sharon* Pa. 


• It it requested that the Sew lark Office furnish Pitttburgh 
with e copy Of refOrenood report es veil ee a oopy of Sew York report of 
SA B9ST7ZS0* \JR., ll/Z&/tQi in lnetant oaee far background information. 

" ^'Pittsburgh will upon raooipt of Material fn» lev York 
oonduot the interview of BS8L1X. 






■ Znatnioh ae no additional investigation ie required at Phila- 
delphia* thla natter ' ie oontldered RUC* 
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SYNOPSIS OF PACTS: 


DETAILS} 


THOMAS L. BLACK on April 19, 1951, and May 17, 
1951, shown photographs of various people to de- 
termine if he knew them while he was involved 
in Soviet espionage. BLACK was unable to identi- 
fy any of the photographs shown him. He stated 
that he had never applied for any Federal posi- 
tion at the request of the Soviets. 

- P - 


AT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


On April 19, 1951, THOMAS L. BLACK was shown photographs 
of AMADBO SABATINI and HARRY D. BLELOCK. BUCK advised that he had 
never seen nor had he ever met these Individuals while he was involved 
in Soviet espionage. 


<*' ft 


f 

f\v 

& 4* 


BLACK on Hay 17, 1951, was shown photographs oft 

ELTON R. ALLISON 
PETER IVANOVICH BARANOV 
JACOB KOHESS MDNESS . • 

SAMUEL BRONSTEIN 
CONWAY DAVIES 

VLADIMIR KAZAKEVICH "" 

NORMAN CHANDLER BURSTER 
ERNEST NDCHP WRIGHT 
ELISA BEDACHT 
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He advised that on no occasion had he ever seen or met 
any of these people. However, BLACK stated that he derecognize the 
name BEDACHT. During the mid-thirties there was a MAT^BBDACHT, who was 
considered an authority on Communism by people in the Party, according 
to BLACK, fills person BLACK only knew by reputation for he had never 
net him. 

4 9 

4 

During the interview of May 17, 195l> BLACK was requesti- 
oned concerning his having applied for any governmental positions. He 
stated that at no time during the period he was passively cooperating 
with the Soviets did he apply for a Federal position. He qualified this 
S’- somewhat by saying he might have submitted various applications for 

Federal positions in the early years of the last depression. However, he 
was quite adamant in saying he never applied for a governmental job at 
the request of the Soviets. 
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THE PHILADELPHIA OFFICE, 

AT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Will review information furnished by BLACK and prepare 
data chronologically in statement form for BLACK'S signa- 
ture. 


Philadelphia report of SA ROBERT 0. JENSEN dated April' 26, 
1951. 
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SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: 


TBOWAS L« BLACK on April 19* 1951* nd Kqr 17* 
1951* ahewn photographs of various poopla to dt* 
t trains if ho know than while ho was involved 
in florist espionage. BLACK was unabla to identi- 
fy my of the photograph* shown hia. He atatad 
that ho had ntror applied for my Federal posi- 
tion at tbs request of the fiovlete. 
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DETAILS* 


AT PHILADELPHIA » PA, 


On April 19* 1951* TKCMAfl L. BLACK ns shown Aotorrapha 
Of Al'ADBO S/BAT INI and nARRI D. BLEI/XJK « BUCK sdrlsod that ho had 
-never seen nor had ha arar net thaeo Individuals while ho vaa involved 
in Soviet espionage. 

BLACK on Vay 17* 1951* was shown photographs ofi 

ELTON R. ALLISON 
PETER IVANOVICH B ARABOV 
JACOB UOHKSS W5KRSS 
SAMUEL BROW STRIP 
OOWIAY DAVIES 
VLADIMIR KAZAKEVICH 
BORMAN CHANDLER BORSLKR 
CTWK3T NTOHIM WRIGHT 
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SAC, Ihnadelphia 

Director, FBI 

SARAH PFBFCCA RgMSTOtt, 
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. SECURITY MATTER -*C . 
(Philadelphia file 100-237H1) 
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Re clod.Bg report of SA T boron D. Rushing dated 10-5-49 
at; Philadelphia. Rafrop rollo cto that subject vai a ocdiir of the 
Cobnonlat Party ia Philadelphia for many years and attondad a CP 
loaders school la Philadelphia ia 1945. ' Subject was expelled trm Xy, 
the Coeauaist Party la 1949 for Mmorallty apd^larorted whit* 
efem.inlen." i ‘Le AC " ’ V 

f'arep of 8A William D. Volte, Jr., dated 7-36-50, at 
Thlladelphla in the eaae entitled •Thames 1>. Bleak, was} Espionage 
R," Rviladelphia file 65*4332. Page 191 rafleote that Black, a eon* 
fesaed foviet espionage agent, resided at the hm» of 8arah Harsher, * 

2124 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, firoe 1946 to 194B. 

•a ‘ ‘ - 

* * * * * • ’ * < " . * . 

* : Ri Hivirk of && LaqIi fla Tmir 13 ■ 5* r 5Q iji tho cist 

entitled • Jacob Israel Faeej^pioaags 

Rafrep reflaets that Pass, a TMand wad ‘business associate of ^Thomas L» 
Blscl^ admitted to Bureau agents that his cousin, Sarah Harsher, the - \ 
subject, use undoubtedly a Cosaunist. Pass resldad at Harsher* s bene . v 
frith Slack*. .V . 4 v: . r ; 

• • . ; 4 - V- t *V t: - r -- 

Phlledel phla is requested to contact in foments to asoertsia 
Harsher 1 * status ia tbs Ceommlat Forty at the present tine. If Bereher : 
has been readmitted to the Cosaunist . Party, Ihilsdelphia should, aoaslder ■ 

her asms tor the Security Index, i r O ' ' ‘"r.* ='r'--‘‘7 

...cl- . ' - - .* '.‘-■ft; i; "'-f 

Philadelphia should sutalt its reooamendatloa regarding ffrlr 
interview with the subject using her acquaintance with Thomas L. Bleg^ ' 

. as an entree for an lntervis*. If Harsher is hostile to the OP, tmwy 
possibility exists that she may be used as s soaroo of Information bon- *■ 
corning economist matters by the Philadelphia Office "T -* 
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Investigation lh the Blay&SEfegp&K 
was aware of or connected with the es^cf^e 


d to show that- Harsher 
• of Black* >.-! 


For your information, the Depar tment of Justice has rsoently 
rendered the opinion that HLaok should oe called -brfor* a Federal Grand 
Jury for interrogation regarding his espionage activities* This informa- 
tion was previously furnished to tfelladelphla Hn the Bltckrtsosj 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA 

THOMAS LBSSING’ BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - B 
(Bum© 65-59181) 


DATE: •Juno 25 , 1951 

Card U.T.D. 

►v 4 y«SA**A 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned Individual. 


T frr The Security Index Card on the captioned Individual ehould be 
ehanged as follows: (Specify ohange only) 


NAME 


ALIASES 


RACE SEX NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIS T SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify ) 

TAB FOR DETCGM ' TAB FOR COMSAB 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

RESIDENCE ADDRES S 530 Berks Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 




■ ■ 1 1 . — 1 
NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 



Director, FBI 

SAC, Philadelphia 

DAVID VEINTRATJB 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
i(Bufile 100-33^^61) 


July 30 ( 1951 


Pn- 


Re New York report of SA JAMES J. MCCARTHY- dated June 5, 1951. 

In aocordanoe with request set forth in referenced report, a 
photograph of subject was shown to THOMAS Lly BLACK on July 26, 
1951* He advised that he had never seen or met the subject. 

This matter is considered RUC. 


ROJ/nch 
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i SUBJBCTt 


Director, FBI CONRflE.YnAU 

SAC, Philadelphia 

THGHAS L.'^UCK 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATBs 7/23A 1 


On 7/11/Sl, THOMAS L. BUCK advised that in all prob- 
ability he would soon receive from the Justice Department a letter 
requesting him to register as a former Soviet espionage agent. BUCK 
stated that when he received this letter he intended to comply with 
it. He, however, said he had a request to make in connection with 
the expected letter from the Justice Department. He said that he 
has recently moved and at his new address he has a common mailbox with 
other tenants in the building. As a result, he said the mail he 
receives is handled by the other tenants. Therefore, he said that 
if it ware at all possible, he would appreciate receiving his notice 
to register through the Philadelphia FES Office. ■- 

BUCK was told that no promises of any kind could 
be given him but his wishes in this matter would be made known. 

It is suggested that the Bureau, if possible, make 
arrangements with the Department to deliver its request of BUCK"' 
to register through the Philadelphia Office .{U\ 
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SAC, Philadelphia 
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August IS, 1051 


Streeter, FBI 

THOMAS X. BLACK, Wet. 
SSPIOBAOB - B 
Philadelphia file 65-435 S 


Beurlet 9-93-51 which act forth a request on the I 

part of Black to have the Department nail hte notice to | 

register under the Internal Security Act of 2950 to the I 

Philadelphia FBI office instead of to hte residence , (ju) I 

( ... • - ■ -»• * * ; j • ' ^ ** * * * ’Mr ‘ 

In oiew of the fact that Blaok has adnttted 
engaging in espionage activity for the Soviet Onion over 
a period of many years and, further, stnoe the Bureau has 
presented hto case to the Department for proseoutive oon± 
sid oration on varioue occasions, it is not believed advisable „ 
for the Bureau to oeouao the role of a'm atl drop for Black to 
save htm possible smborrossnent^iA) 

While Block has given the Bureau information since' 
about June, 1950, it ts to be notedtthat Blaok has not ad- 
mitted the passage to the Soviets of any classified • informa- 
tion or information vital to the national defense, nhtoh 
admissions would tend to involve him in a violation of espionage 
statutes • It ts difficult to fcoitovo that the Soviets would [ 

have been in oontaot wtth Black from about 1934 to as late as “ ! 

1950 if he wero not furnishing then wtth pertinent information,^ 


It is also noted that It vao necessary for the Bureau 
to go to Blaok and question him regarding hte espionage activity 
and t hat ho did not come voluntarily to the Bureau , ^u) 



Black should be informed that any requests) such at 
the one in reflet should be made directly to Jjhj. Dejjarfmgpt 
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UNITED ST i—* GOVERNMENT 


TO I DIRECTOR, FBI DATS: -August ID, 1951 

FROM i SAC, PHILADELPHIA 

/ .... 

SUBJECT i THOMAS L. BLACK, ns 
ESPIONAOE - H 
(BUFIIE 65-59181) 


The Information set forth in this letter was not included in the Phila- 
delphia report of SA ROBERT 0. JENSEN dated 6/10/51 as it contained 
information of no particular significance ns far as the United States 
Attorney' s office is concerned. 

The following listed people were discussed with THOMAS L. BLACK on 
the dates indicated! 

NORMAN CHANDLER BURSLER - - 5/17/51 

BOSE ARENA! - - 6/23/51 

VIOLA ROBINSON - - 6/23/51 

DAVID OPOCZTNSKI - - 7/26/51 

HENRI NATHAN SHOIKET and parents - - 7/26/51 

DAVID HEINTRAUB - - 7/26/51 ’ ' vV: " 

ADRIAN V. ROSENBAUM - 7/26/51 

LOUIS N. ROSENBAUM - - 7/26/51 

PAUL EULIF PEDERSEN - - 7/26/51 


THOMAS L. BLACK was unable to identify or furnish any pertinent infor- 
mation concerning any of the above listed people* 
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THOMAS L. BIACK in signed statement furnished 6/23/51 advised be originally Sought 
employment in Soviet Union in late 1933 or early 1934. Original contact in fur- 
therance of this idea was QAIK OVAKIMIAN, an Amtorg official. BIACK famished 
OVAKIMIAN various processes and formulae from his place of employment, the National 
Oil Products Company. 0 VAX mi AN subsequently introduced BIACK to PAUL PETERSEN 
mho was also a Soviet agent. BIACK states he realised early in relationship with 
PETERSEN that he was destined to become a Soviet espionage agent. He gave PETER- 
all information available at NOPOO. Shortly after meeting PETERSEN, BIACK 
introduced HARRY GOLD to him. BLACK was given various assignments by PETERSEN 
He also states he gave PETERSEN- f afc#* reports on industrial processes. At dir- 
ection of PETERSEN, BIACK Joined Socialist Party and gathered information for 
viet superior. PETERSEN gave BIACK various presents. Following PETERSEN, 

BLACK was handled by ■GEORGE" who was identified as SEVEN M. SEkENOV by BIACK. 
Following ■GEORGE" BLACK was contacted by Dr. ROBERT SCHWARTZ from whom be re- . 
ceived $100. ‘Dr. SCHWARTZ told BIACK he was to go to Mexico City and ingratiate . 

* himself with the Trotsky household. BLACK says he never went. SCHWARTZ has been 
^ identified by BIACK as being Dr. 0. L. RABINOVICH of the Soviet Bed Cross. After - 
SCHWARTZ and in the period from late 1938 until 1940 the sequence of events is 
not clear to BLACK. He states the Soviet superiors during that period were prin- 
cipally interested in Trotskyite Intelligence information. Beginning In 1940 and. 
continuing until the summer of 1945, BIACK was handled by "JACK." The information^ 
furnished to "JACK* was principally industrial in nature. Over a period of six 1} 
months in 1944, BIACK received $100 monthly from "JACK* while supposedly look- nj f. 
ing for employment. After a lapse of approximately two years, BIACK was recon // ^ 
tacted by the Soviets. Arrangements for a meeting with' ■JACK" were made. This 
meeting took place in New York City. A photograph of JOSEPH KATZ was identified 
as ■ JACK" by THOMAS L. BLACK. A new contact by the name of ■HELEN" was arranged 
for BIACK. _He states he never met. "HELEN". At one time 00 ID brought a potential 
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' recruit for Soviet espionage to BULGE'S 

i apartment in Newark, N.J. BLACK, in a 

written report to PAUL PETERSEN, recommended 
JOSEPH BRODSKI not be recruited. BUCK 
states be was unwilling Soviet espionage 
agent and never furnished any classified 
or restricted material* He also states 
-i i * . be never received any large sums of 

money. . .. 

' • 


DETAILS: 


AT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


On June 23, 1951, THOMAS L. BUCK furnished the following signed statement 
to Special Agents WILLIAM B. VELTE and HOBBIT W. HOLMES. 


-- t 


r ^ * 


v " Vi *1,"' THOMAS L. BUCK, "furni sh voluntarily the following information 
to ROBERT W. HOLMES and WILLIAM B. VELTE, known to me as Special Agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises of any kind have 
been made to me. I have been told 1 do not have to make any statement at ell, 
and any statement I make nay be used against me in. a court of law. I have 
also bean told of ay right to counsel. 


•In late 1933 or early 193b, while 1 was employe d, afr the National 
Oil Products Company in Harrison, Hew Jersey, FERDINAND Pt^SfLIER, an old •-* 
college classmate, end I decided to seek employment in the Soviet Union. 

This decision was reached after considerable thought and discussion. It 
was during this period that I dropped my membership in the Communist Party, •• 
partly because I understood that the Communist International would not 
permit a Party member to leave his work in . the United States and go to the 
Soviet Union. 


•In wy discussions with HELLER, I realised we had no knowledge as to 
hoe to Apply for work in Russia. 1 suggested that in connection with my 
work, I bad accumulated considerable information on the sulfonation of oils 
and if the right people were contacted, it might be possible to go to Russia . 
as oil chemists. 


•The original contact in furtherance of this planwaa made by HELLER. 
He went to Aatorg Headquarters in New Xork City and met QAIafQ^AKDLIAN there. v 


i 


: t ' : ; 
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The purpose of the visit was explained and subsequent arrangements for meeting' 
W?‘ * with OVAKIMIAN were made. The first meeting between OVAKIMIAN, KK IJ.KR and 

myself was held in the Amtorg of floes in He* York City in October 1931a. . 1 ' 

OVAKIMIAN questioned me closely about sy qualifications as a chemist, about 
■y knowledge of sulfonating oils and other technical questions. I volunteered 
to produce various formulae whioh I had in my possession snd OVAKIMIAN displayed 
■ .interest. "... ... _ 

■The material which I had in ay possession was typed into report form 
by HEIIER and myself for submission to OVAKIMIAN. However, before' the project 
i ■."**" was completed, OVAKIMIAN became impatient and collected tbe rough notes, say- 

ing the Russians had technical man who would be able to figure out the processes 
from the notes. No money was paid to me for these processes and formulae from . . 
the National Oil Products Company. I am not certain of the dates upon whioh ~ 
f I met OVAKIMIAN but do believe ny meetings were for a period of six months 

" *' after the initial meeting. In that period I met with OVAKIMIAN about ton. oar, 

. . twelve times. HELLER was present at most of these meetings. { ? 

. * - ” ‘ • 

- ' .T, * — . 

' "Toward the end of this six month .period, HELUEB was^o^ibhally .V£*‘ " 

:t» „:upset, irritable, and drank heavily because of .personal ;probi«ns J ■ OVAKIMIAN ~ 

'■ v.-^i ncBBBsnted about HEILSifa condition' to me a nd asked * the" reasbiTfor it. ‘ I >. . 
told him I believed HELLER to ^^surbtl0~«nd~emotioni Q3y unst able. To the 
beet of my knowledge, OVAKIMIAN had ho^eallhgV^th^ffil^ft r af ter'that . - 

■After this, there was a period of approximately two months wherein 
I did not have contact with any Russians. I was eontaoted by OVAKIMIAN again 
and arrangements for a meeting in Hew York City were made. At this masting, 
.OVAKIMIAN told me, while walking, .on the street, he had a. friend he wanted 
me to meet. Several blocks from tbe place we met, I was introduced to a man 
waiting for us on a street corner. This man was introduced to me as PAUL 
-PfiTEBSEN . The three of us, OVAKIMIAN, PETERSEN and myself, had dinner to- 
gather. As near as I can place this date, it happened in the early part of V« 
1935* I would like to say that after this dinner engagement, I never saw 
OVAKIMIAN again. The only material that I turned over to OVAKIMIAN was 
material that I had ready aocess to at my place of employment, the National 
Oil Products Company. I have beam shown photographs of QAIK OVAKIMIAN and 
have identified him as tbs person whom I knew as OVAKIMIAN. 

■I began to meet with PAUL PETERSEN w ith some degree of regularity 
in 193$ nod continued until late 1937 or early 1938* . , t - 

•At one of my first meetings with PETERSEN, be questioned me about ■' 

■y membership in the Communist Party. He was pleased when I told him that I : 
had dropped out of the Communist Party* PETERSEN told me that I must mot 
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associate with any known Communist Party members, nor oust I have In my posses- 
sion or read any Party literature* I remember one time when we were together* 
he reprimanded me for stopping at a news stand to buy a copy of "New Hasses." . 


■Early in my relationship with PETERSEN* I tried to find out what my 
chances of getting a position in Russia' were. PETERSEN evaded and delayed the 
issue* but did eventually tell me* I could be of much greater value to tbs 
Soviet Union in this country than in Russia. I realised then there was no 
possibility of *y going to the Soviet Union and I was destined to become a 
,«Sovlet. espionage agent. •« - * y ,..„ / — - ... 

- ! 

■PETERSEN requested that I furnish him with a biographical sketch* 
setting out my complete background. I complied with this request. I retained 
a copy of the sketch which I submitted to PETERSEN.' This sketch contains a 
reference to my having bean mde a Bacteriologist at National Oil Products 
Company in the fall of 1935* This to me would indicate that I submitted this 
sketch sometime in the late fall of 1935 or shortly, after being appointed 
Bacteriologist. 




fy; ; ■ * iw ^ “ w « 
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■1 furnished to PETERSEN all the information that was available at 
National Oil Products Company* After I had done this, PETERSEN suggested that 
I try to get a job at a large obemlcal company such as Du Pont or Monsanto 
as more important work was being done there. However* I nev er di d apply for a 
position at either of these plants. I was able to convince PETERSEN that jobs 
were not plentiful and could not be had by merely /filing an application. 

■Shortly after 1 met pujgpgau , _n* pnv^gtfh r whoa I had met through 
HELLER*^ came to my -apartment in Newark , N.J. / Froo my apartment* OOID and. I - r , 
went to New lorlc City* where by pre-arrangement* we met PETERSEN. r I believe 
this meeting took place in Oaf f anti' e Restaurant. near the Pennsylvania Station. 
1 think 1 used harry OOID's full end oorrect name in the introduction* but 
probably introduced PETERSEN as simply PAUL*' About a week or two after this 
introduction* I was told by PETERSEN I must cease my friendship with GOLD 
and never see him again* I did not comply with these Instructions as I re- 
mained friendly with QOLD and did ses him intermittently in the following 
years*. 

"X submitted biographical sketches on VERA^f&NE* with whom HELIER 
had been living) Dr. KAMZsteIK. mvsuperior at National Oil Products Company) 
FERDINAND P. HELIER) and EftNESTtiSffiESSEMAN, a fellow employee at NOP CO and 
with whom X was living. These sketches were all submitted to PETERSEN at his 
request . • » ' 
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» "In early 1935 , PETERSEN told me ho had a specific assignment for 

me'io do in oonneotlon with a Jewish group. In order for me to fulfill this 
assignment, it would be necessary for me to become a Jew temporarily and 
perhaps even marry a Jewish girl. I was also told that if I ware not 
oircumcised, I ahould^ve the operation performed. After some delay, I 
went to a Or. PAUjJ^UTTINQER, who was writing a health column in the "Daily 
Worker." I was referred to a Dr. JDSEEH^ANDY, a surgeon, who admitted me . 
to the Bronx Hospital on June 7, 1935 » and performed the operation. I 
reported to PETERSEN when the operation was over. He asked me what doctor 
. I had gone to and what 1 had told the doctor. When I told PETERSEN I had 
seen both LOTTING ER and IANDY and told them both I was going to marry a 1 - 
Jewish girl, he became very angry. He had already indicated to me the 
assignment was in some way connected with work among Jewish refugees who 
were technical people. PETERSEN told me that 1 should have never gone to . 
LUTTINGER as he was in trouble with the Communist Party. I was also told 
that it was impossible for me to fulfill this assignment and It mas never ■ 
mentioned again. 

.. "Another time early in. my association with PETERSEN, I mentioned ^ 
that the Westlnghouse Electric Company had brought out a nsw ultra-violet ^ 
light aud asked if he were interested in it. He said be was. Thereupon, 

I purchased a bulb, reflector and transformer and asked PETERSEN where he 
wanted it delivered. I was told to assemble the lamp in a suit case or box, 
which I did. . I id uld like to point out that HARRY COLD accompanied me to 
New York City and registered on a Saturday at the Chelsea Hotel with me. 

He assisted me in preparing a metal framework within the suitcase so that 
the ultra-violet was portable. When the work was completed, I checked 
, tte suitcase in the , baggage room of the Pennsylvania Station and on the follow- 
ing Monday gave the baggage cheek to PETERSEN.* ’I received the sum of $ 25.00 
from PETERSEN for expenses incurred on this assignment. . I bad to give PETER- 
SEN sales slips for the material 1 had purchased to support my olaia for 
expanses. .... 

■I also gave PETERSEN several jfaks reports on industrial processes.^ ^ 
Ons of those was a report on the germicidal properties of an ointment called 
uforaen, developed by Dr. KARL PxfiTEIK. I also submitted reports on the 
manufacture of toothpaste,^ the manufacture of hexylresoroinol and toothpaste 
containing it. I used STi^lt loS ^ riamjSa ' as my source of information in these 
report o e ^ 
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• •PETERSEN at one tine offered to send me to the California 

” Institute of Technology to study for my Master's or Doctor's Degree and 
during my at ay there to sake contact with some person who was never identified 
I never aocepted this offer of PETERSEN'S and I did not go to California. 


"PETERSEN was a generous nan and gave ne a series of presents 
including books, laboratory equipment, and a camera, as well as having offered 
to set me up in some kind of business that I could operate as a front for 
■y espionage activities. The first set of books I received was a. standard 
technical work of three volumes and an appendix published by MacMillan called 
the 'Chemical Technology and Analysis of Oila,’FatB and Maxes' by LEFKOiTCH. 
The names of the other books 1 do not recall. The next gift was a Contax 3 
Camera with a built-in exposure meter. I traded this camera in about a year 
later for a Contax 2 model. Somewhat later^wACK, who was my Soviet superior, 
asked for the camera PETERSEN had given me. ' gave me a tongue lashing for . 
having traded the original camera saying 1 bad no right to do so. However, ' 
JACK did borrow my camera saying ha needed it to give to another man who was 
going on a trip to the Vest Coast. In about three months the camera was 


returned to me* 




"I can also remember that early in my dealings with PETERSEN he 
■continually pressed me for a photograph of myself. For several months, 

I resisted, but finally at one of our meetings, I was steered into a store 
where there was a machine which could take a photograph by the insertion of 
a coin. ' Coder the circumstances, I oouid do nothing but agree to have my 
picture taken. PETERSEN then told me that he was only testing me to see if 
I was cooperative and it was not necessary to have my photograph taken, since 
the Soviets already had several pictures of ms in their possession. 


■At one time, while the trials in Moscow were going on, about 1936, 
the subject of these trials earns up. I expressed some mild disapproval and \ 
said that if things like that were going on in Russia, I would oonsider 
joining the Trotskyites. This angered PETERSEN and he left without any 
arrangements being made for a future meeting. 


"After A few weeks, I heard from PETERSEN and did meet with him 
in NewYork City. At this meeting, I was told it would be an excellent idea 
for me to join the Trotekyite Movement. I was given speeific instructions 
about joining the Socialist Party which I did. 


"I would like to point out that when the oleavage in the Socialist 
Party came, I went with the Trots kyite faction. This wae done at the 
instructions of my Soviet superior. 1 also became a charter member of the 
Socialist Workers Party, which wae the Trotekyite group formed as a result . 
of tbs split in the SooiaUet Party. * : 
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■My first asaignasnt j^oojmectionwith tbs Trotskyite membership 
was to get background inforaatloh about JACK^feBEK, the Organiser of the Trot- 
skyite Faction in Newark, and his wife SARAH as well as two other people who 
turned out not to be members. I completed thi^ assignment and gave the 
information to PETERSEN. • 

■Also during this period, PETERSEM gays me an assignment not eonneoted 
with the Trotskyite movement. This was to locate an individual known to 
PETERSEN only ae^UgHOIS and in residence in East Rutherford, New Jersey. 

- PETERSEN told ms NICHOLS had formerly worked with the Soviets and they were 
trying to recontact him. I was never able to locate him and so reported to 
PETERSEN. The assignment was then dropped. 



■I have not been able to identify positively PETERSEN from any -of ' 
the photographs I have been shown. I oannot definitely place the time of ay 
last o on tact with PETERSEN but believe it was late in 1937. ‘ ^ 


■PETERSEN introduced me to my next contact, whom I knew as QEORQE. 

: I can recall' that I was handled by QEORQE for- about .three or four months i 

y ; '' prior to my accident, which took place on March 10, 1936. My contacts with 

GECBCE were few and nothing much about them stands out in my mind. I seem 
-- - to recall, that he was primarily interested in industrial espionage. 

- ■ ' *1 have been shown a photograph of, SEMEN IHTtsatENOV and I have 

'*■ Identified him as the contact known to me a^OEOROE. 

/ 
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■I was hospitalised as the result of a laboratory explosion and 
- - spent twenty weeks in the Vest Hudson Hospital at Kearney, New Jersey. I -'-•••** • 
realised that while in the hospital the Soviets had no way to contact me. 

I had also leaned from some of my friends that some strangers ware making 
inquiries about me. I assumed that these strangers were Soviet agents mak i n g ^ 
inquiry about me. 1 felt then I should advise the Soviets of my whereabouts. 

The only method I knew of relaying Information about myself was to get in 
touch with HARRY OOID which I did by telephone. 001D came to visit me at 
the hospital and I asked him to tell his Soviet superior that 1 was going to 
be Incapacitated for a considerable period of time. QOLD also visited me 
a second time while I was In the hospital. 

"I believe it was a month or so before ay release in August of ■ -? 

1938 from the hospital that a Dr. R0BERTi4CJi£ARTZ appeared In my room and 
Introduced himself as a friend of QEORQE. I believe SCHWARTZ was actually 
a medioal man. His chief concern seemed to be my condition, the speed of my 
recovery and my financial condition. He visited me only once while 1 was 
in the hospital. 
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■About * month after ay dls charge I reo aired a telephone call from 
Dr. SCHKARTZ mho identified himself by name. A meeting was arranged at 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Station in Remark, New Jersey. Dr. SCHHARTZ 
inquired about ay physical condition and gave me $100.00 to consult a good 
plastlo surgeon or dermatologist about my injuries. Dr. SCHKARTZ told me A 
.he had an Important assignment in mind for me and wanted ss to get sell 


‘ias' quickly as possible. 




■1 met with SCHHARTZ two more times after this. He told me that 
he planned for me to go to Medoo City and ingratiate myself with the • 

/TROTSKY household. I objected and told him it would be extremely difficult, 
/'however. SCHKARTZ eaid it waa my assignment. At my last contact with 
SCHHARTZ he told me a new contact would get in touch with me. “ 

* I 

■I would like to state here that I never did go to Mexico. ; 

■ *At a later date while being handledby a Soviet superior called ■ ' 

JACK we discussed the identities of Dr. ROBERT SCHKARTZ and a Dr. 0.,1^ ' 
\^RABINOVICH_of the Soviet Bed Cross and concluded they were identical. . 


'/"Following Dr. SCHWARTZ. I was contacted by an individual known to 
<me aaJjJOJBL Hie principal interest was In connection with the Socialist 
Workers Party. He continued to press ns to make acme effort to fulfill 
the Mexico City assignment. I do not remember much about JOHN but do 
'believe'! was first handled by Mm in the. winter of 193&-1939 . -• c-<« 

"A few times during this period another person whom I knew as KARL 
contacted me as a substitute for JOHN.n&ARL was 'chiefly interested in the" 

TEOTSKHTE movement. < ' 

■ . ‘ ’ * *■ * * * ' . ’ ( . " - 

■JOHN reappeared and handled me until sometime in 1*1*0 • He 
introduced me to my next contact. JACK. However, about a year later 
JOHN reappeared as a substitute for JACK. 

■I attended the Socialist Workers Party Plenum that was held in Chi- 
cago. Illinois September 27 - 2*. 191*0. I did not attend as a delegate but 
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...Jberely as an observer. JACK told me that be wee not particularly interested 
in having ne attend this convention or secure any information. 1 have con- 
cluded the Soviet's Interest in TROTS KYTTE information was complete with the 
assassination of TROTSKY which happened prior to this September convention. 

"JACK'S particular interest was in the field of industrial espionage. 

I furnished him with reports on SORBOSE, FEMICUUN and some reports on 
shaving cream. These were reports that I personally prepared as a result 
of independent study of literature and cate rial available on these topics. 

« k ** .* * * ■* *» * * ** » • - - i , .« ■ . . . * 

"JACK began to insist that I leave my place of employment and seek 
work at DU PONT, EASTMAN KODAK, MONSANTO CHEMICAL CO., or the KELLEX CORPORATION. 
I lost my job at NOPCO in the summer of 191th. After this JACK paid me $100 
a month for six months. He said this was done so that I could live while - 
looking around for the type work he wanted me to do. He also asked me at : , 
one time to purchase for him a Minox Camera but I-was unable to get one*. as - ' ^ .*• 
the United States was at war. - "*• 


"At-JACK'e. direction,. I.made. contact.,. with ..two. individuals. One . >T . 

. of these persons was Dr. EARL WILLIA^ VPLOS DORF,^ a Professor at the University . 
of Pennsylvania. This contact I belie^JPto have been in connection with seme 
-legitimate business dealings that 7L0SD0RF had had with AMTORQ in the past. 

I made this contact sometime in 191*2 and only met Dr. FLOSDGRF once. He 
- agreed to do business with AMTORQ as be had in the past. By way of introduction 
* to F1QSD0HF I took a letter that bore the signature of Dr. Q. L. RABINOVICH. 4 
The letter referred to the writer as having previously been ^in the United . . 
States as a representative of the Sovleta_Red Cross. I poeed! as an AMTORQ ' , . 

.*** representative and used the naaa eaBOROg wTJJ A M a^ ^^^-.^.^^^.,.. , 


"The other contact was a person who was an employe e of the Hercules 
Ponder Company at Wilmington, Delaware. His name w^g : WTT.LI AtqHTftPLBB. I 
Aifi not keep the original appointment with STAPLER. "'About a 'month later JACK' 
arranged a meeting in New York City between STAPLER, . myself and JACK. . I was 
introduced to STAPLER and be was told I would be his contact from them on. 

This meeting took place in 191*1* as near as I can remember. All told T think - 
I had three meetings with STAPLER. At no time did STAPLER give me anything 
to transmit to the Soviets. I do remember that on one occasion STAPLER said 
he would furnish nothing until he was paid what was or ad him. I gave this 
information to JACK who gave me some money that he took from his wallet placed 
in an envelope and sealed. The following week I met STAPLER at the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Station in Newark and gave him the envelope, whereupon he wrote out . 
a receipt. STAPLER appeared dissatisfied with the amount and told me to tell . 

.JACK how valuable the information waa. ‘ '* 
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"JACK told bo to let STAPLES wait for a while. 1 newer sew STAPLES 

again. 

"I have been shown a photograph of WILLEAU STAPLER, an employee 
of Hercules Powder Co. in Wilmington, Delaware, and he ie identical with the 
person I net. 


■As near as I can recall, ny last regular contact with JACK was . 
in the summer of 191 a 5 In Hew York City. This nesting occurred after I 

started to work in Philadelphia. - 

- ■ : ■ 


■I heard nothing from the Soviets until sometime in 19ii7 or 19U8. . 
Contact was re-established by a phone call made to my place of employment 
in Philadelphia. 1 did not receive the call but a massage was left. This . 
message was that a person by the name of“j SET KINS had called and said hie haul 
known me in England while we were both in the Service. 1 knew this must 
have been a Soviet Agent as I had never been in the Service. This call meant 
I was to go to the place of ay last contact on the day following this cadi. 


However, I had forgotten the place of my last contact and accordingly did not 
ago.' '■ • • : **• v ?s ^ 


y 


"About a week later, I received a person to person call at my - ‘ -• 
place of employment from a man whose name I did not recognise. I did 
recognise the voice as belonging to JACK. I made arrangements to mast 
with him in Hew York City in front of MACY's Department Store at 3ktb and 
Broadway. We apent the meeting, which laeted about one hour, in walking the 
streets. JACK asked me if I would be willing to resume ay relations with the 
Soviets. 1 agreed to this but told JACK such a move would be Inadvisable 
as I was under investigation by a Government agency. JACK said it would be * 
possible for the Soviets to learn of this but it would require some time. 

"JACK also told me that he would not meet with me any more and 
arrangements for meeting a naw contact were a 

"I have been shown a photograph of 
him as the person I knew as JACK. At no time did I receive any funds or 
presents from JACK beyond expenses, except the $600 I have previously 
mentioned. 

„ X 

/ * . 

■My next oontact was to have been a woman whose name wae~4fiI£N. 

I never did meet this woman. I do believe I was supposed to meet with her. ; 
sometime after my last regular oontact with JACK which occurred in 19U5* '**' 
This would place the time of ay intended contact with her in 19li6 or 19U7..W' 


ade. s . ; . > . . 

JOSEPH^ATZ and I have identified 
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txy meeting with her was to have been in New York City. I never did comply - 
with inatruotione given me far meeting her. 

"At the time of my last meeting with JACK, probably in 191*7, I 
was given instructions for future contacts with the SOVIETS^. I was told 
that a woman would call me at work and say she was Mis&^brfKINS . This 
was to be a signal for me to go to a prearranged meeting place in Phils-. - 
delphia. I heard nothing from this intended contact until May 22, 1950. 

Once again 1 did not receive the phone call at my place of employment but 
a message was left for me that a Miss UTKINS called. This, message .signified 
to me that I was to go to the previously designated meeting place and mould 
be contacted there by a man. I did not comply with ay instructions for 
establishing this contact. I have never had any contact since that time. 


; 4v. "Before closing, I would like to add a couple of additional 4£sms . 

In the summer of 1935, HARRY 00 LD brought an individual named JOSEHPfTlRQDSKY 
* to ay apartment in Newark, New Jersey. GOID told me BRODSKY was a fellow 
student of his at the Drexel Institute of Technology in Philadelphia. 

. ... I. was told by -00 ID that hs . considered BBODSKY- excellent material.f row which:;-.': 
fr - ’ to develop a Soviet Agent.' I spent considerable time talking to BRODSKY 

. and came to the conclusion that BRODSKY was not ideologically suited for 

Soviet espionage. I came to this conclusion for BRODSKY could not sse the 
k. need for disassociating himself from the mass movements. I submitted a 

f . written report on BRODSKY to my Soviet superior, PAUL PETERSEN, wherein I 

' ■ expressed my opinion that BRODSKY ahould not be recruited. 



"The other item concerns material which I received from FERDINAND 
p. HELLER. I have previously said that as far as I knew 0VAK1NIAN, ay first - - 
contact, expressed no additional interest in HELIER after our discussion of 
HELLER'S emotional instability. 1 myself bad nothing to do with HELIER for 
a few years after that. It wae not until late 1936 or early 1937 HE LLE R 
and I became reconciled. At this tins, HELLER proposed to give ms information 
concerning TUERMOIL-ORANODINE which wae in the files of the American C hemlo at 
Paint Company. I agreed to aocept this information for transmission to the 
Soviets. hf. t.t.TO and I wrote up this information In report form. HELLER also 
gave me the formulae for sLl the products and processes of the American 
Chemical Paint Company. HELLER brought this information to VERA KANE's 
hotel room in New York City. The formulae and processes were typed by her. 
KANE was HEUER's girl friend during the mid-thirties. 

■The information on THEHMQIL-GRANOSDINE 1 turned over to my Soviet “ 
superior. However, the material that KANE typed 1 never did turn over to ' 
the Soviets. I kept a oopy of the material for a period and then returned 
it to VERA KANE. 
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~ "In closing, I would like to state that I was an unwilling 
Soviet espionage agent during the entire period 1 was involved. I would 
also like to say that at no tine did I ever furnish the Soviets with any 
classified or restricted material. I never received any large sums of money 
that 1 have not mentioned in this statement. 


"1 have read the above statement# this and the proceeding 18 pages. 
It is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.* - I have 
initialed each page. 

/e/ THOMAS L. BLACK." 


"fitnesses 

ROBERT V. HOLMES, FBI, Philadelphia, Pa. 
VILLLAM B. VELTB, JR., FBI, Philadelphia, Pa." 
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' This cask originated at nJW.tWlk 


REPORT MASK AT 

DATE WHEN 

potion for which made 

REPORT MADS BY 


BtAOC 



PaiLATFiTKlA. PA. 

8/10/51 

4/13/51 

ft.JBT.HT 0. JSBSKfl 

TTU 

CHARACTER OP CABS 


TH'.'K >& L. BUGS, 


bspibiax - r 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

ft 

TH3rA9 L« BUCK la algaed lUUtwl fumietnd 6/23/51 advised be originally sought 
enploynent in froviet Salon la late 1533 or early 1531*. Original contact in fur- 
thsranoe of this idea van OUT? OTAlIMlAJf, an Awtorg official. BLACK furnished 
>>?AK1>: jam various processes and formal*# tram hit plaes of employment. ins National 
Oil Products Covpany* OTAKIMiAS subsequently introduced BLACK to PAUL .‘HfSPSZb.. 
oho oat alto a soviet agent. BLACK states ho realised early la relationship with 
f r.ftASEK that he oae destined to b oso n s a Bor let espionage agent* Be cave PETE v 
MV all lafematioa available at K*0>. Shortly after meeting FFTSRSfK, BUC». _-4 
latredoood fcAftSI OJLl: to hie* BLACK sms given variona aaaigneeata by f • Tr.RSES; f jgt 
Be alee etataa be gave Flint SU fake re porta oq indue trial processes. At dl r-.n?* 
action of KtUKUi BLACK island Socialist Party end gatherod Information for 
Soviet superior. PKTBftSiV gave BUCK various prosente, following p*rtkS¥f. 

BUCK eas handled by •GEOHflE* she was identified as SOtiW M. SBUJUV by BUCK, 
following •OMBOF* BUCK was eontaoted by Dr. RWXX SCdNANTZ Area whan be r«.- 
eelved $100. Dr. BChaAftTZ told BLACK be waa to go to hexioo City and Ingratiate 
blase If with the Trotsky household. BLACK ears he never went. BCK1AHTZ baa boon 
identified by 8IACK aa being Dr. 0. L. KAB1M171CB of the Soviet Bed Cross. After 
SCH4AR7Z end la tbs period froa late 153$ until 15M> the sequence of events it 
not clear to BLACK. Be states the Soviet superiors during that period sure prin- 
cipally interested la Trotehylte Intelligence inforeatlon* Beginning la 19L0 and 
eeatinuia; until the turner of 15h5» BLACK use hand ltd by "JACK.* The information 
fumisned to ■JACK* vas prlnoipally laduetrial in nature* Over a period of six 
aenths la 15hb. BUCK received $100 monthly froa *J$CK* while supposedly look- 
ing for eupleyweat. After a lapse of approximately two years. BLACK was pesos- 
tooted by tbs Soviets. Arrangements far a nesting with a JAGI* were wade. This 
nesting took plate in Bee fork City. A photograph of JOSEPH KATX urns identified 
es *JACK* by TMOMAS U BUCK. A new oentsot by the bum at •HUM* was arranged 
for BUCK. • He etatee he never net •B?LRM*. At eas tine or>LD brought a potential 
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jlttlttont Attorney General 
Janes u* Molnerney 

Bireotor , FBI 

f THOMAS LpBLAOC, l we. 

- i? 

1ST mu A L SECURITJ ACT OT 2050 


September 10, 1951 
te a PIDIXVJAB 


o 

ti -try.* 


Reference It made to pour letter dated April 80, 
2951, atating that before Blaek 9 e regtetratten under the 
Internal security Act of 1950 It toftloltttf he should be 
summoned before a federal Grand Jury for a thorough 
interrogation of hte espionage activities* 

In order that thts case nay be brought to a 
logical conclusion, it mould be appreetated if you mould 
advtse the Bureau regarding the statue of Blaek^s registration 
under the Internal Seourity Aot of 1950 , as mell as the stotus 
concerning Ms appearance before a Federal Orand Jury* 
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CHAAACTtR Of CASE 


fBSam OB3BC9, W. ltoblft, 
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SAC* Philadelphia 

Director, FBI 

THOMAS L.^LACK, was, 
ESPIOHAOB - R 
(Urfile 65-4332) 


September I 7 , 1951 




ReBulet 5-7-51 which stated the opinion of Assist- 
ant Attorns/ Oeneral James M« Holnerney to the Philadelphia 
division, You were instructed therein toast out this opinion 
in the next investigative report from /our office, .A review 
of the Bureau file in lastanWpaae fails to reflect that 
this was done* 

Philadelphia should set out the above-mentioned 
opinion in its next report, 

Philadelphia should oontaot U.S.A. Ole e son as to 
when Black will be summoned before a grand jury. You will 
recall that reflet of 5-7-51 reflected that the Department 
desired that Black be called before a Federal Grand Jury 
before he is requested to register under the Internal Seou- , 
rity Aot of 195°* 

• 4 - \ ‘ ‘ ■ 

For your Information the Bureau requested Mr, 
Xolneroey, by letter dated 8 epteid>er 10 , 1951 * 60 advise 
the Bureau whan Black's registration under the Internal 
Security Aot of 1950 will be solicited as well as his 
status concerning his appearance before a Federal Orand 
Jury, 
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• UNITED STA^ GOVERNMENT 


TO 

V 

PROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 
SAC, PHILADELPHIA 


•*i o 

SUBJECT: TOO MAS L. BLACK, was 


ESPIONAGE - R 


DATB: 10/19/51 



The information set forth in this letter was not Included in 
Philadelphia report of SA ROBhRT G. JENSEN dated October 19, 1951, 
as it contains information of no particular significance, as far 
as the United States Attorney's Office is concerned. 

The following list of people were discussed with THOMAS X. BLACK 
on the dates indicated: 

JOSEPH FEL5 y BARNES 

(9/3/51) 

ELIZABETH'BARNES 

(9/3/5D 


LAHRENCE'SHANIEL 

(9/3/51) 

CHARLES PETER^TKIN 

(9/3/51) * 

REBECGA'uETZOFF 

(9/3/5U 

MIKHAIL ALEXANIROVI 

(9/3/51) 

KONSTANTIN ALEXILVI 

(9/3/51) 


CIH^HOBANOV 


20 IA SEMEN! 

(9/3/51) 


[O^ML! 


MLAKOTINA 




THOMAS L. BLACK was unable to Identify or furnish any pertinent informa- 
tion concerning any of the above listed people* / 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Pufm No. X. 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT PHHJiDELPHXA 


RPOHryAOBAT 

DATE WKSH 
MAM 

MDtiOO POft WHICH MAOS 

MPORTMAMBY 


PHILADELPHIA 

10/19/51 

10/8/51 

ROBERT 0. JENSEN 

(dad) 

“ 0 



CHARACTER OT CAM 


THOMAS L. BUCK* w a s 

ESPIONAGE — R 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


JAMES U. McINERNEY, Assistant Attorney General 
advised 1H0MAS L. BLACK engaged in espionage • 
activities and coses within purview of Foreign 
Agents Registration Act as amended by Section 20 
(a) of Internal Security Act of 1950* B1ACK is 
to be summoned before a Federal Grand Jury before 
his registration is solicited. AUSA JAMES P. 
McOORMICK, EDPA* anticipated summoning BLACK 
before a Federal Grand Jury shortly after U/V51* 


- P - 


DETAILS i 


AT PHILADELPHIA. KNNSYLVANIA 


JAMES M. MCINERNEY* Assistant Attorney General* 
Criminal Division* U. S. Department of Justice* furnished the following 
opinion by confidential letter dated April 30* 1951* 

The matter of THOMAS L. BLACK was brought to the 
attention of GERAID A. GIEESON* United States Attorney* Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania* for an expression of his views with regard to prosecution 
I of the subject under any Federal statutes. Mr. GIEESON has expressed the 

view that prosecution of the subject for a violation of the Espionage 
• i| Statute is barred by the Statute of Limitations and prosecution of the 

I * * subject for misprision of felony would be unsuccessful because the sub- _ . 

I/' ject merely failed to disclose knowledge of the commission of a felony. 

* Mr. McINERNEY also advised that the subject bed engaged In espionage 
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activities and, therefore, came within the purview of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act as amended by Section 20 (a) of the Internal Security Act 
of 1950* Mr* McDJERNEY stated it was considered desirable that THOMAS L. 
BIACK be summoned before a Federal Grand Jury for a thorough interrogation 
of his espionage activities before his registration is solicited* 

Qn October 8, 1951* Assistant United States Attorney 
JAMES P. McOORMICK, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, advised that.lt was 
anticipated BIACK would be summoned before a Federal Grand jury that would 
convene shortly after Movenber h, 1951 at Philadelphia* Mr* McOORMICK 
stated the exaot date that BIACK would be called was unknown, but it was 
anticipated BIACK would appear shortly after the Grand Jury oonvened* 


— PENDING — 
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LEADS 


THE PHILADELPHIA OFFICE 
AT PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


WILL maintain contact with the United States Attorney 1 s Office and 
report developments in this matter* 


REFERENCE *. Report of SA ROBERT 0« JENSEN 

dated 8/10/51 at Philadelphia, Pa* 
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DATE WHIN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE ET 

SilLUJELFrilA 

10/l?M 10/8/51 

now*? o. JSNsni (dad) 

title 


CHARACTER OT CASE 

WUI*S L. BLACK, aa a 

' I 

ESPlCKAOh — B 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

JAUE3 M. MCIHKIBBT, Assistant Attorney General 
eti vised tHOlUR L. BLACK engaged in espionage . 
activities and cones within purview of Foreign 


DETAIL') t 


Agents Registration Act as aaendad by faction 20 
(a) of Intsmsi Security Aot of 1950. BLACK Is 
to bo tuntaoned before a Federal Grand Jury before 
bis registration is solicited. AOS A JAKES p, 
McCORMICK, H>PA, anticipated summoning BLACK 
before a Federal Grand Jury shortly after ll/U/51* 

- P - 


AT PHILADELPHIA. PEKNf-YLVAfllA 


JAMKS M. KOlNFHHr.I, Assistant Attorney General, 
Criminal Division, 0. S. Department of Justice, furnished the following 
opinion by confidential letter dated April 30, 1951* 

The natter of THOMAS L. BLACK was brought to the 
attention of GERALD A. OLftFXON, felted states Attorney, Easton District 
of Pennsylvania, for an expression of his visas with regard to prosecution 
of the subject under any Federal statutes. Hr. QLX-CN has expressed the 
view that prosecution of the subject for e violation of the Espionage 
Ft state is barred by the statute of Limitations and prosecution of the 
subject for nleprision of felony would bo unsuccessful because the sub- 
ject merely failed to disclose knowledge of the coanlsslon of a felony. 

Mr. liolUEKNv-T also ed vised that the subject had engaged in espionage 
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TO » MR. A i E. BEIMOlfpC . 

prom i mr. c. e. eenniIiS^, y/ y 


'^E 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


datb: November 2, 1951 


prom i MR. C. E. HENNRYVfy, 

subjbcT: THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


fig" 


To advise you that A H§£ Jnmeti P.^UcCo rmick T __ 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, advised -that.: 'tie,; ant icipates •“*»- 
summoning Black before. .^Federal Grand Jury shortly 

after November 4, 1951 . ” : 



BACKGROUND 

You will recall that the Department by letter 
dated April 30, 1951, advised that prose.cution of Black for 
violation of the espionage statute is .barred, .by the statute 
o f* lim itations’" and that jorge ecutio n of Black for mispr^s ion 
o f—CTf elcnywo ul&J>.elunsju cce.es full. tiec.aus.ef Black mere! V 
failed to disclose. .knowledge ~of- the -commission of . ,.a felony . 
The' Department advised that Black had engaged in espionage 
activities and therefore came within the purview of the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act as amended by Section 20a 
of the Internal Security Act of 1950 . The Department 
therefore deemed it desirable that. Black j be summoned_before 
a Federal Grand Jury for a thorough interrogation of his 
espionage activities before his registration is solicited . 

The Philadelphia division has advised that 
AUSA McCormick has stated that Black will be summoned before 
a Federal Grand Jury shortly after November 4, 1951, at 

Philadelphia. 

R ECOMK END/ T10N - ■ 


None. The above is for your information. You 
will be kept advised of pertinent developments • . j 
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TO t MR. LADD | V 

PIOM , MR. 


'^E 


UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 


FROM i MR. 


SUBJECT: 2H0MAS Lr-flLACK 
ESPIONAGE J R 


DATE: December 3 > 1951 


ASAC W. C. Hinze called me this morning and stated 
arrangements were being made by the USA's office In Philadelphia 
to have Thomas L. Black testify before a Federal Grand Jury 
relative to his espionage activities in conjunction with Harry 
Gold. You will recall that Black has been cooperative with our 
Agents in Philadelphia and has furnished details concerning his 
recruitment of Gold into Soviet espionage. Hinze said this case 
will be presented to the Grand Jury this week or next week. He 
stated that the Assistant U.S. Attorney is afraid if he gives the 
Grand Jury subpoena to the U. S. Marshal there may be some 
publicity concerning this matter and the USA has requested that 
the Bureau Berve this subpoena.^ 
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RECOMMENDATION 

There 1 b attached for your approval a teletype to the 
Philadelphia Office instructing them not to serve the Grand Jury 

subpoena. 

Attachment t>f 
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Office Men. turn • united l ^ Government 


TO *- 1 DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59^52 ^ . 

■J. y 

FROM t SiC, FH1UIELPHIA I (jftr437?) 


r.-V/- - *- r '. 

DATB: VU/52 


tOBjBCTt TOfKNCWN SUBJECT,''' 
is John Thoaaa Lt-Sl 

r ESPIONAGE - E 


u i' 




Inforvan t 
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Rebulet 10/3/51# *»* S® 15 T«* letter, 12/28/51*. ~ / . f V 

/7) ■’•■ ■ "- 1 

0« 1/10/52, TBOMAS L .BLACK iu ehovn a photograph of HARflN/jDIJSG, m. — 
BLACK advised that hi# had oarer aeen or Bet TO UNO at any tine* The rariooa 
allaaes and da script ion of TOUNO were of no significance to BLACK. This 
Batter is considered RUC. 
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Office ftAeirtJ^nduPl • united axft-s governmen. 


TO 

J£V rec 


•DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 


DATE: 1/17/52 


PtOU I 


SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-4332) 


a; 
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SUBJECT. THOMAS L. bLACK, 


was . 


ESPIONAGE - R 


Rebulet dated January 14» 1952* 

As of January 17, 1952, no subpoena has been served on THOMAS X* BLACK 
in connection with his appearance before a Federal Grand Jury* 

Assistant United States Attorney JAMES PL MC CQRMICK who has been handling 
this matter, died suddenly on January 14» 1952. 

The question of which Attorney will take over the assignment in this * 

matter will be discussed with the United States Attorney in the very near 
future. f] ■ 






SAC, Philadelphia (66-4332) 
Director, fBX (63-69181) 

.•£. ! i OTcjas tfhucx, dbi* 

4/ ESPIOEAQl' - 8 


January 14, 1968 




Please adoiee the Bureau ee to 1 often subject 
Black will appear before the federal Grand Jury at 
Philadelphia « roar telephone call of Beceuber S, lOSlj 
■ ref looted .that a Grand jury subpoena &$t&24 be served cu 
Black # . 



T»H 


n t ocwrotioiiiCE 




Office iHea„0. .dum • UNITED .. 0;_ GOVERNMENT 


10 * DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

(fry PRO “ ‘SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-4332) 
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On December 18, 1951* THOMAS L. BLACK advised that he had been seriously 
considering taking a position as chemist with a new firm. The Manufacturers 
Chemical Corporation, 925 North 9th Street, Philadelphia. This firm is a 
subsidiary of the Clarksop Laboratories, 919 North 9th Street, Philadelphia. 
BLACK said he had been offered the position by MILTON SLOAN, a salesman at 
Charles W. fgrrd Laboratories. SLOAN will be a partner in the new firm. 

BLACK said the new firm would specialize in detergents for textiles, sane 
of which might be utilized by the military branches of this Government. He 
added that the type work the new firm would be able to do would not involve ' 
classified work of any nature. He also said that he did not believe SLOAN 
had any knowledge of his past activities. BLACK asked if his taking a 
position with the new firm might not Jeopardize this firm in securing mil- , 
itary contracts. 

. * ’* i ** . 

He was told that the Bureau was in no way responsible for his actions in the 
past and the question of his changing jobs would have to be his own decision. 
He was told that it was not the policy or the function of the FBI to issue 
clearances for individuals. 

BLACK advised that he understood the Bureau's policy, but did want our office 
to know that he was considering the Job change, as well as the possibility 
that on the new Job he would work on Government material of a non-classified 
nature. - — ‘ , rTT— - 

During an interview conducted on January 10, 1952, THOMAS L. BLACK advised 
that he was turned down for the position previously set forth herein. He 
advised that he had informed MORRIS COPPERSMITH, a partner in the new firm, 
that he, BLACK, was the Infamous TROY^NTT.Efi in the Readers Digest article 
concerning HARRY GOID of last May 1951. BLACKAUted he did not go into 
any details as to his relationship with HaRR^JjOID, but did inform COPPERSMITH 
that he had been friendly with HARRY GOLD. BLACK said as a result of this 
revelation on his part, the new firm is not considering him for the position C- 
of chemist any more. 


The foregoing is submitted for your information. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Vorm No. 1 

This cam originated at PHILADELPHIA 
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2 ROBERT G. JENSEN (dad) 


CHARACnDt OT CAM 

ESPIONAGE - R 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 


THOMAS L. BLACK on 7/26, 9/3* 
10/10, 11/23/51 and 1/1 0/52, 
was Interviewed re various 
people to determine if he had 
known them while he was in- 
volved in Soviet espionage. 
BLACK'S comments concerning 
these individuals set out. 


- P* - 


DETAILS : 


A/0 

JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORAD 
Thu flettuT W Vjus July 26, 1951 

/HAi/f tlt/rn CAfft RiFifUlt> josePH FELS’BARNES 

^ .. . , September 3* 1951 

7» AU* Vit* ** y ■ 

_ ^ MO ELIZABEfJTBARNES ' 

Frt<y O ro~lA*< *° September 3, 1951 


THOMAS L. BLACK, an admitted Soviet espionage 
agent, was interviewed concerning the following 
people on the dates indicated: ^ 
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7 NOV 21 I960' 



oortn or TMr* itxpofrr 

Bureau (65-59181) 
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3 - Philadelphia (65-4332) 
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CHARLES PETER ' ATKIN 
September 3» 195L^ 

REBECCA^ETZOFF 
September 3* 1951 

MIKHAIL ALEXANDROVICH CHALIAPIN 
September 3 # 1951 

KONSTANTIN ALEXSEEVICH CHABANOV 
September 3> 1951 

ZOIA SEMENOVA MIAKOTINA 
September 3* 1951 

HALFDAN*1iEBO 
October 10, 1951 

LUCY GWYNNE ’BRANHAN 
October 10, 1951 

NICHOLA NAPOLI 
October 10, 1951 

NIKOLAI VLADIMIROVICH“SMIRNOV 
November 23 , 1951 

isador Filler 
November 23 » 1951 


CARL 1 BUCHMAN 
November 23 » 1951 

In connection with this Individual, BLACK stated 
he believed he had seen the person in the photograph of BUCHMAN 
taken in 1929. However, when shown the photograph of BUCHMAN 
taken in 193 ^- $ BLACK said he thought they were different people. 

He had no recollection of ever having seen the BUCHMAN in the 
193^ photograph. 

^ BLACK was of the impression he saw the BUCHMAN 

in the photograph of 1929 at the Socialist Workers Party Conference, 
held in Chicago, Illinois, on September 27 - 29* 19^0. He had no 
recollection of BUCHMAN there as an official or in any other 
capacity, however, he felt he saw him there. 
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"■ The fact that CARL BUCHMAN was a musician, 

singer, conductor and teacher of voice and piano, meant nothing 
to BLACK. The name C.wfcENDARS, an alias of the subject, was also 
of no significance to BLACK. 


SR^BI 


WALTER '7BERNSTEIN 
November 23* 1951 


MADELINE 

November 


7 fess 

23 '1 


•t 

1951 


Dr. MAURICFTROCHT 
November 23* 1951 


BLACK stated that he was positive that he had seen 
this person before. He advised that he believed he had met this 
man on one occasion in a large six or eight room apartment in the 
Bronx near the Grand Concourse. BLACK said that he recalled on 
one occasion wandering about the Grand Concourse looking for a 
street that opened off of it. He believes that he was looking 
for t?he residence of the person shown to him in the photograph 
of FROCHT. He was not able to be more specific about the apartment 
-or its location. 


His reason for attending a party held in-this 
apartment was in connection with raising money for the magazine 
"Soviet Russia Today." BLACK said this party was sponsored by 
the Friends of the Soviet Union. The party waB in the nature 
of a buffet style dinner and every time food was picked up you 
were supposed to make a donation for the magazine, according to 
BLACK. The other people at the gathering were people of the 
intellectual type and not the "true proletariat", according to 
BLACK. 


He advised that he has a recollection of talking 
to this man. He also associates some kind of an accent with 
this person, perhaps a German one. This person was described by 
BLACK as being smaller than average in height, and .as being of 
average build and weight for his height. BLACK also said that 
he believed this person to be of dark complexion, with dark hair 
and a tendency towards baldness. He had no knowledge that the 
person he met was a doctor or that he was married. BLACK also 
advised that he associated the namieTTKREBS with the photograph. 
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He stated that the name FROCHT meant absolutely nothing to him. 
The time of this party as nearly as BLACK could place it, was 
shortly after BLACK became a Communist Party member. It will 
be recalled that BLACK was issued a Communist Party book bearing 
#6878 in 1933 showing that he was admitted to the Communist Party 
in 1932. , 

FREDERICK LESLIE fclhJNAMAN 
January 10, 1952 

YETTA SlfrjNAMAN 
January 10, 1952 


MARTIN YOUNG 

January 10, 1952 

] , 

VALENTINE > kEKLER 
Janv&py 10, 1952 


MAX GRAN 
January / 


CH 

0, 1952 


GRACE 'GRANICH 
January 10, 1 


' 1952 1 
andrsvicITrai 


ALEXANDER ANDR2VICH TIAEV 
January 10, 1952 

In connection with RAEV, BLACK said the face was 
familiar, but he was uncertain that he had ever met him. It was 
pointed out to BLACK that he had originally tentatively Identified 
this person a 3 someone who had contacted him in 1939. BLACK at 
this time was not certain that he had met RAEV on more than one 
occasion and then only briefly. The possibility that RAEV might 
have acted as an alternate for Soviet contacts later than 1939 
was also discussed. BLACK stated he was positive that if he met 
RAEV at all, it was prior to 1940. It was pointed out to BLACK 
that no record of RAEV's entry into the United States could be 
located for the pertinent period, but one for a later period 
was found. BLACK again stated he was sure that if he had met . 
RAEV it was in 1939. 

THOMAS ALBION JACKSON 
January 10, 1952 

BLACK said that name and face were familiar, 
although he could not exactly say where he might have seen or 
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met THOMAS ALBION JACKSON. He stated he might possibly have 
met this person in New York City in the early 1930 's. BLACK 
said before he became a Communist Party member he consorted 
with various left wing groups. One of these groups bore the 
name Technical Union or some name similar to that. It was 
BLACK'S recollection this grotip was the forerunner of the 
Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists and Technicians. 
It was in the Technical Unioiwthat BLACK believes he might 
have seen or met this THOMAS 'JACKSON. 


PENDING 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


A copy of this report was not furnished to the 
United States Attorney at Philadelphia, as the report contains 
nothing of pertinence as far as the United States Attorney's 
Office is concerned. 


LEADS 


PHILADELPHIA DIVISION 

AT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Will maintain contact with the United State: 
Attorney's Office to determine what action 
will be taken concerning THOMAS L. BLACK. 


REFERENCE : 


Philadelphia letter to the Bureau 
dated 1 / 17 / 52 . 
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This case originated at PHIIADELPHIA 
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SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: 


THOMAS L. BUCK on 7/26 , 9/3, 
10 / 10 , 11/23/51 mnd \/10/52, 
was Interviewed rt various 
people to dotomlna if he had 
known then while be was In- 
volved in Soviet espionage . 
BIACE* s oomments concerning 
these individuals eet out* 

- P* - 


DETAILS * 


THOMAS L. BLACK, an admitted Soviet espionage 
agent, wan Interviewed concerning the following 
people on the dates indicated! 

JOSEPH GEORGE B000RAD 
July 26, 1951 

JOSEPH PELS BARNES 
September 3, 1951 

ELIZABETH BARNES 
September 3# 1951 

LAWRENCE SHAHDEL 
September 3, 1951 



carts* or this retort 

Bureau (65-59181) 

Re w York (65-15338) (info) 
Philadelphia (65-4332) 


PtOPERTY Of fBI-THI8 CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AID IT8 CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU 8Y THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO 8E DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE Of 
AAtNCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

a. e. eovtanan mnttR cmcf II RBI I 
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SAC, Philadelphia (65-4332) Maroh 12, 1952 

; Direotoxy- FBI (65-59161) 

' THOMAS LTBLAOK, waa. 

•' ESPIONAGE - R 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 


Ra Philadelphia letter 1-17-52, vhloh etated 
that Assistant USA Janes P. MoCormlek, who had been 
handling the Blaok oase, died on January 14, 1952* 

- . v 

Philadelphia advised the Bureau on December 3* 

1951* via telephone, that arrangements were being made 
by the U. S. Attorney's Of floe to have Blaok testify before 
the Federal Grand Jury relative to his espionage aotlvltles 
in ponnsotion with Horry Gold and others. 

Philadelphia should oontaet the USA at Philadelphia 
to determine -when Blaok will be sailed before the Federal 
Orand Jury. . . v 

.. . As you have previously been advised, the Depart- ... 
ment has stated that no attempt will be made torprooure 
Blaok* s registration under, the Internal Security Aet of . 
1950. until the transoript of his testimony before the. //> 
Federal Grand Jury has been examined. ^0.<r 

EL:rmc -..r 
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UNITED SI 
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GOVERNMENT 


TO i 



SUBJBCTi 


i" 


Director, FBI (65-59181) 

SAC, Philadelphia (65-U332) 

o 

THCMAS 1 L. BUCK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - B 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Rebulet dated 3/12/52. 


DATB: 3/27/52 




AUSA A.L. LUGNGO was contacted on 3/27/52 relative to the 
appearance of THCMAS L. BLACK before a Federal' Grand Jury, He advised that 
he had been recently appointed AUSA and, as such, had received the oases 
previously assigned the late Hr. MC CQHMICK. The case of THOMAS L. BUCK 
was anong many that needed attention. AUSA LUONQO stated the case of THOMAS 
L. BUCK was soraerwhat involved and would require sane study on his part. 


AUSA LUONQO advised that he would notify this office in the - " 
near future as to the date when BLACK would be called before a Federal 
Qrand Jury. 

RGJ/tgm , 
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Office MenJ^.dum • united s^es government 

t Director, FBI (65-59181) dates April 30, 1952 

ffryfe H M * SAC . Pittsburgh (65-1502) 

^^WBJBCT: THOMAS L. “BLACK, was. 
n ‘ ESPIONAGE - R 


Rebulet to Pittsburgh, 3/5/52. 

For the information of the Bureau and Philadelphia, 

FRANK LAVERNE\?XlMER is presently in a constant travel status 
as a salesman/for the publication "Supervision". . However, 

PALMER was recently In contact with the Pittsburgh Office by 
mall and advised that he would contact Pittsburgh Agents in 
the near future during his next visit to Pittsburgh. 

On April 23, 1952. Mrs. FRANK L^ALMER, nee WINIFRED 
-MOORES, was contacted by SA THOMAS T. WILKINSON. Mrs. 'PALMER/ - 
it is noted, has been married to FRANKlPALMER since 1930 and 
is known to have had contact with at least one of the Soviet 
principals with whom PALMER was In contact with during the mid 
1930‘s. 

During the interview with SA WILKINSON on April 23, 

Mrs. PALMER advised that she believed she could locate photo- 
graphs of both herself and her husband which were taken about 
1936 and she promised to forward these to the Pittsburgh Office 
at an early date. As soon as these photographs are received 
they will be forwarded to Philadelphia together with complete 
physical descriptions of both Mr. and Mrs. PALMER. 
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‘ May 17, 1952 


SAC, Philadelphia (65-4332) 

/ Director, FBI (65-59161) 

1 

; . THOM A S L, BLACK, too a , 

1 ' ESP IONA OS - R 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Reurlet Mar oh 27, 1952, reflecting that AUSA 
Luongo too uld notify your office tn the near future ae to 
the date tohen Black toould be called before a Federal Grand 
Jury, • • ; " ;i 

Please advise the Bureau Tfgardtng the status 
of this matter • 
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Office 

Memo%ldum • united stj^s government 

TO i 

Director, FBI (65-59181) 

dates 5/28^2 

PROM t 

i 

SOBJBtTt 

SAC, Philadelphia (654332) 

THCMAS L. BUCK, was. 

ESPIONAGE - B 

INTERNAL SEC0R1TT ACT CF 1950 

. • 


Babul ot 5A7/52. 



AUSA A.L. UJONGO was contacted cm 5/27/52 relative to the 
appearance of IHatAS L. HACK before a Federal Qrand Jury. He advised that 
be hoped to be able to call BUCK before a Qrand Jury some tine late in 7/52. 
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Office lAsmc^ndum • united st^Ls government 


to { * Plreotor, FBI (65-59181) 

!yrc^j“^ ' SAC* Pittsburgh (65-1502) 


&JBCT: THOMAS L. BLACK* was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATB:May ZJ $ 1952 


Rebulet to Pitt sburgh, oopy Philadelphia* 3/5/52* A 
copy of relet la enolosed herewith for the attention 
of the New York Office* 

M # V. w . 

On May 21* 1952* Mrs* FRANK L.J&ALMER, who continue s 
to reside at Pittsburgh* Pa«*2aavlsed that she and her 
husband had reoently agreed to a separation* and that 
PALMER evidently intends to make his pennaneht residence ' 
at New York City* 

The New York Office is* therefore* requested to make 
dlsoreet oontaot with PALMER at his business offloe* 
"Supervision* Incorporated*" 95 Madison Avenue* 

New York City* and handle the lead set out in relet* 

In the event Mrs* FRANK L* PALMER should in the future 
locate any suitable photograpbB of either herself or 
PALMER* they will be forwarded to Philadelphia* RUC 


KEtifijftRED 

lco: Philadelphia REGISTERED 

New York {Enol*) <? 6\:i3TE*^ f } 
Pittsburgh file 100-8894 
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Assistant Attorney General 
James U* Mclnerney 


Scott, tin. 4724 


May 21, 2952 



Director, FBI 

TU01LA8 L?BLkCI, mat, 

ESPIOhA OK - B 

IMTUUIAL S ICO HITT ACT 01 I960 



\ 





Reference is made to year memorandum dated 
Mou ember 3, 2952, eta ting that the United States Attorney 
for the Eastern District of Penney loan to had been .requested 
to summon B 2a ok before a Orand Jury for in terro gotten. 
Referenced mnovontfim further reflected that no attempt mould 
be made to procure Block's registration under the Internal 
Security Act of 1950 until the tranoortpt of hie testimony 
before the Orand Jury mas examined* _ . 

Our Philadelphia Office has advised that Asst e tan t 
United States Attorney James UcCormtck, mho had been handling 
the Black case, died on January 14, 1952 • v/. 

In order that this case may be brought to a logical 
conclusion you are requested to advise regarding the «tatu« 

• of Black's appearance before the federal Orand Jury » 



Office Mem%mdum • unitbi .^ss government 

.a . 




QJ* // PROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI ($!>59 I6 OT 
SAC, Philadelphia (65-1*332) 


SDBJBCTi thcMas jS-^IaCK 
* ESPIONAGE - R 


DATB: 7/2U/52 


Rebutel dated 7/18/52# ranytel dated 7/15/52, both entitled 
Compros— Philadelphia . 

As stated in mytel of July 15, Assistant United States Attorney 
.-ALFRED L* LUONGO proposes to summon THOMAS L. .BLACK before, the grand Jury 
at Philadelphia sometime in August. After having BLACK tell his story to 
the grand Jury, he will solicit BLACK'S registration as an agent of a 
foreign principal. 

In accordance with the instructions in the rebutel, the reports : / i 
submitted to the United States Attorney in the BIACK ease have been checked^ 7 
and it has been determined that these reports do not contain material which • 
is inadmissible per se; accordingly, no additional report will.be necessary 
in this case, and Assistant ^United States Attorney LUONGO was so advised 
on 7/21/52. 
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Office JMemo^ndum • united stj&s government 


.TO 


Director, FBI (65-59161) 


DATS: 7/31/52 


SAC, Philadelphia (65-4332) 


SUBjECTt THOMAS L. BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - R 




On July 24, 1952, THOMAS L. BLACK was interviewed 
by SA ROBERT G. JENSEN at the Philadelphia office of the FBI. 
During the course of the interview . BLACK mentioned the 
article entitled, "Red Spy Masters in America," by J. EDGAR 
HOOVER, appearing in the August 1952 issue of the "Readers 
Digest." BLACK said he was somewhat apprehensive for his 
personal safety as a result of this article. He stated that 
it was rather clear much of the article applied to him by 
Inference. 


BLACK indicated that it would be apparent" to the " 
Russians as they read this article that he, BLACK, had been 
talking to the FBI. He related that in general much of the 
• article can well apply to any former Soviet agent but certain 
specifications such as the enrollment in a western technical 
school and the unemployment insurance of glOO a month applied 
to him. He said the Russians would also realize this. It. 
was .because of this, he felt that a representative of the 
Soviet wpuld come to see him and seek to learn what he had 
told. He stated he was afraid reprisals of some sort might / 
be taken because of his cooperation with the FBI. t 

COPIES DESTROYED 

W m/Q* It was pointed out to BLACK that his story of 

k*/ NUV •jftni^fKrement in Soviet espionage as he told it, dealt with an /£"■ 
unwilling anent w ho .fu rnished n othin/: ofrxcat- value and much 
in the way of fjE8£f . On the basis < V.' 
of his story afrhe told it, it would not'^appear' that he had 
been of much value or of any consequence to the Soviets, 
y According, the Soviets would probably have little or no 

interest in him or his story unless there was something else 
bIjACK had forgotten or neglected to tell about his espionage 
•. .career. BLACK insisted that he had told the entire truth 
. \/«bout his involvement in Soviet espionage, and he had withheld 


noi information from the FBI. It was also, pointed out to 
\ \ELAC}- the possibility or probability of I predicting ‘the b 
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CV. the possibility or probability of ljf>re,dHcting‘;the behavior 
the Soviets inireaction to the above mentioned article 


ould be done onl 


7 . hy 


the Soviets themselves:. 
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PH 65-4332 
Birector, FBI 


. 7/31/52 


Of course, no advice was given to BLACK as to what 
procedure he should follow in the event of a contact by the 
Soviets. BLACK said he believed that in all probability no 
reprisals would be made against hi r . by the Soviets, but he 
did want to make his feelings known in this matter. 


*arr 


tfe -athtod hb 




|ycnt of p repontac* 
lould cam^^He'" stated he' wbui'^ 



*• ‘V, 


^etx- vi t'f © s'-.' T. ..BLACK-^to&'ciipefa' h© w 2J3ae$o -a tone , 
jbast .activities' and assist his opuntjffi|ife n ‘J 
-were possible for him jtg do iso. 




In view of the impending Grand Jury appearance of 
BLACK in August, no overtures were made to BLACK to reactivate 
himself. He was, however, told to use hi 3 own judgment in the 
event of. a recontact but to advise the Philadelphia office of 
the FBI immediately. Ihis he agreed to do wholeheartedly. 
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TO « Director, FBI 


DATE: 7/3 V 52 


P»OM . aiC, Philadelphia (65-1*332) 

SUBJECT: THOMAS L?S2lCK, was. 
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Rosy let, dated 7/2i*/52, regarding the prcseoutlve 
plane of the United States Attorney, Eastern Die trie t of 
Pennsylvania, in this case. 


/'/ ' 


On 7/30/52, Assistant United 5 States Attorns? AfJ iHm 
L. UJ0N00 advised be has spoken by telephone with Mr. JAMBS J. 
CANAVAK of the Department and has arranged for a discussion of 
this and other cases in Philadelphia on 6/16/52. 
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i A. H. B^LM^NT 


TO 


FBOM 


V. A. BRANIGAN 


. £ 


SUBJECT: 


/) 

THOMAS L .BLA CK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


UNITED ST 



S GOVERNMENT 


DATE: August 20, 1952 




PURPOSE: 



To advise that Black has expressed concern . 
that reprisals map be taken against him by the Soviets 
as a result of the a rticle ", Red Spy Masters in America, 
which appeared in the August, 1952, issue of "Readers 
Digest" magazine . 



BACKGROUND: 


You will recall that Black is a confessed Soviet 
espionage agent who was active in the United States from 
1934 to 1947 and was the person who introduced Harry 
Gold into Soviet espionage activity. The Criminal Division 
of the Department and the USA at Philadelphia have advised 
that Black will be called before the Federal Grand Jury in 
. August, 1952, after which he will be requested to register 
under the Internal Security Act of 1950. 


On July 24, 1952, Black, in conversation with 
Philadelphia agents, mentioned the article "Red Spy 
Masters in America , appearing in the August, 1952, issue 
of "Readers Digest " magazine. Black stated that it was 
clear that much of the article applied to him by inference, 
and Black indicated that it would be apparent to the 
Russians if they read the article, that he. Black, has 
been talking to the FBI. He related that in general much 
\of the article can well apply to any former Soviet agent, 
but certain specifications such as the enrollment in a 
western technical school and the unemployment insurance of 
$ 100 a month applied to him. It was because of this that 
/ he felt that a representative of the Soviets would come 
i to see him and seek to learn what he had told. He stated /i~i 
l he was afraid reprisals of some sort may be taken because 
4 of hie cooperation with the FBI. 


65-59181 
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It ia true that Black ia referred to by 
inference in the above referred to article , In view 
of Black 1 a long aervice for the Soviets, and further , 
eince it was necessary for the Bureau to seek out 
Black and interview him before he confessed , it is 
not believed that we need be concerned about any 
alleged fears of reprisals on the part of Black , 

Black has always maintained that he was not an im- 
portant Soviet agent and that he did not give the- 
Soviets any valuable information , This has been 
pointed out to Black and he has been reminded that 
if he has told ua the truth about hia importance , he 
should have nothing to worry about , 

Black has stated that if he is contacted 
by the Soviets he will advise the Bureau immediately , 

RECOMMEND A TIM « 

None, The above ia for your information. 
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TO 


Q^ac 

SUBJECT: 


Director* PBI (65-59181) 

SAC* Philadelphia (65-4332) 

o 

THOMAS LESSIHO BUCK 
ESPIONAGE - R 


GOVERNMENT * 


DATE: 9/2/52 



On 8/25/>2* AUSA ALFRED LUOHGO* Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
advised Field Supervisor DORRIS S* HARZEN STEIN that it was planned that the 
subject would be subpoenaed to appear before Federal Grand Jury (date not 
set)* The AUSA requested* and was furnished* the subJeot»e current resi- 
dential address* 


On 8 /^ 9/52, AUSA LDOHOO advised SA HOWARD A* 8EARL that approval 
of the neoessary funds for paynent of the Grand Jury had been received from 
the department* and that the Jury would be seated in the third or fourth 
week of September* 


The Bureau will be advised of ourrent developments* 
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SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (6$-59l80) 

SAC, Philadelphia (6$- 3l|33) 

THOMAS L.^IACK, was. 
BSP10NA0B - R 


DATB: 10/13/52 


On IOA0/52 Mr. AZFRED E. LUONGO, AUSA, EDPA, advised that 
the subject had appeared before a Federal Grand Jury on 10/2,3 “&d 9/52 . 

Mr. LDONGO advised that EIACK had been cooperative and had 
answered all questions and that prior to making a decision as to whether 
or not there would be future prosecution against BLACK; Mr. LOON 00 stated 




SAC, Philadelphia (85-4332) 

Bt root or, TBI (85-69161) L—33 ^ 

f THOMAS L. BUCK, Ml. 

XBPXOHAOB - M 


October 99, 1962 


Beferenoe te made to Philadelphia letter dated 
10-19-62 whtoh eta ted that Blaok had appeared before the 
federal Grand JUry at Philadelphia on October 2, 3, and 9 , 
1962 . 


Philadelphia should make arrangements with the 
U* S, Attorney f s office to review the testimony of Blaok 
in order to ascertain if there is any information therein 
which Black has not previously given to the Bureau • 
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Office Memu ^ddum • united sta^Is 


GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI ( 65-59181 ) 


SAC, PITTSBURGH (65-1502) 


subject: THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(Origin - Philadelphia) 


0 


■ datb: November 4# 1952 


REGISTERED MAIL 


Rebulet, March 5# 1952, and mylet, May 27# 1952. 

-t 

Referenced Bureau letter Instructed that a photograph 
and description of FRANK LA VERNE PALMER, who broke with 
GATK*‘WAKIMIAN in 1938, be furnished to the Philadelphia 
Division in order that THOMAS L. BLACK, who is known 
to have worked for OVAKIMIAN, be Interviewed to determine 
If PALMER may have been one of the unknown subjects 
who was in contact with BLACK. 

Remylet. setting forth that at that time a photograph 
of PALMER had not been obtained. 

On October 10, 1952, MRS. WINIFRED M. PALMER, 320 Broughton 
Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, estranged wife of FRANK 
LA VERNE PALMER, furnished two photographs of herself taken 
approximately 1937 and 1949 and two photographs of FRANK 
LA VERNE PALMER taken approximately 1937 and 1951* A copy 
of each photograph is being furnished the Philadelphia 
Offioe for use in captioned case. 

s vy. 

For assistance of^ Philadelphia Office if BLACK is interviewed 
concerning FRANK^PALMER, the following is pertinent 1 
information concerning FRANK and WINIFREB^ALMER' s contact 
with GAIK OVAKIMIAN as has been furnished B*. the PALMERS: f' A 

In the fall of 1935 FRANK PALMER was introduced 
to OVAKIMIAN by an unknown girl in New York City. 
OVAKIMIAN At subsequent meetings expressed an 
interest in Trotskyltes and autogiros. 
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10: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

RE: THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


In the fall of 1937 and again on December 25# 1937# 
the PALMERS met socially with OVAKIMIAN in Chicago, 
Illinois. 


In May, 1938, OVAKIMIAN requested PALMER to steal 

the Trotskyites* membership list from the 

secretary' s office in Chicago, however, PALMER refused 

to comply and as a result he and OVAKIMIAN discontinued _ 

their association. 


V^-^"The following is' a description of .FRANK 
LAVERNMXLMER: 





Race 

Age 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 


White 

58 

December 9# 1893 at Coming, New York 

5 * 7 “ 

200 lbs. (1952); 
l8o lbs. (1935) 

Bald, graying (1952); 

black and bald in crown (1935) 

Hazel 

Dark 


tf/'pAL 


PALMER: 


i 


The following is 


a description of WINIFRED 


Race 

Age 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 


White 

June 27# 190k, Binghamton, New York 

5 * 5 ” 

142 (1952); 

127 (1935) 

Brown with gray (1952) 

Brown (1935) 

Green -" iV 

Fair 


2 - 



jro: DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

RE: THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


It is noted that FRANK and WINIFRED PALMER were married in 1930 
and separated in April, 1952 * 

I 

It is suggested that if THOMAS L. BLACK is interviewed 
ooncerning FRANK L. PALMER that he also be questioned conoerning 
WINIFRED M. PALMER and pertinent information furnished 
to Pittsburgh Office for Pittsburgh file #65-1523* RUC. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-4332) 

THOMAS l/'BLACK, was. 

ESPIONAGE - R 

Rebttlet to Philadelphia 1C/29/52. 


DATS: u/26/52 



On 11/25/52 Nr. ALFRED S. LOOKCO, AOS A, ED PA, advised that he 
has not yet thoroughly reviewed the testimony given by subject 
before the Pederal Grand Jury on lC/2,3 and 9/52. However, he 
Stated that he felt oertaln that no prosecutive action will be 
brought against BLACK with regard to the. Federal Espionage 
Statutes, primarily because BLACK'S activities were confined 
to industrial espionage. He continued that he would thoroughly 
review BLACK'S testimony to ascertain if BLACK violated the 
Perjury Statute and that he intends to submit a recommendation 
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SAC, Philadelphia (65^332) 


Deo ember 10, 1952 

\ Direotor, fBI (65-39181 J-S+l 



RECORDED * 96 ■ 

r 

)^cron ’ 

TMOIUS L* BLACK, woe. 

ESPIONAGE - B 




Safe renoe Philadelphia let 11 -36-58, etating 
that the Uo 8 » Attorney at Philadelphia will eubutt a 
recommendation to the Criminal Dtvieion of the Depart • 
ment of JUettoe ae to whether Blaok ehould or ehould not 
be proeeouted under the perjury etatute • 


' Philadelphia Ae inetruoted to advice the 
Bureau what the grounde' for ouch a perjury violation 
arom 
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TO t DIRECTOR* FBI (65-591B1) 

ROM > SAC, PHTUIKLPHIA (65-h332) 

•object: THOMAS lCWaCE, me 
ESPIONAGE - K 


fie FiUabargtk Utter UA/ 52 * 


DATE: I 2 /I 4/52 


The photographs taken la 193? aad 1951 of IBANK IAVE&NB 
PALMER aad the 193? aad 19U9 photographs of UNDBKD PAINES are 
•xhlbitod to TBOMAS U BUCK* an admitted Soviet Agent* by SA 
CHARLES P. 8HVERTHGBB 00 H/25/52# with negative restate. BUCK 
ms questioned regarding the nane* background and description of 
the above individuals} however* he advised that he was unfanlliar 
with then. 
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TO . Director, FBI (65-59181) 

i 8AC, Philadelphia (65-4332) 


P GOVERNMENT 

V. 

DATE: 1/16/53 




<?_ 


TaOM 1 - SAC, Philadelphia (6; 

SUBJECT 1 THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 

; . ESPIONAGE - R 


Rebulet 12/10/52 and Philadelphia letter to Bureau 11/26/52. 

Aa pointed out in Philadelphia letter, AUSA ALFRED L. LUONGO 
has advised that he has no grounds for a perjury violation concerning 
BLACK pending his review of BLACK'S testimony before the Federal Grand 
Jury* It is his intention of sifting through BLACK'S testimony to 
ascertain if any oontradlotory statements by BLACK appear therein. The 
basis for a recommendation that BLACK be proseouted under the perjury 
statute will be based on any such oontradictory statement* In the 
absence of any oontradictory statement, a recommendation that -BLACK 
hot be proseouted under 'the perjury statute will be submitted, based 
on suoh a finding. '<■>. - v 
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ee ~ Mr* Belmont 


Assistant Attorney Ob ns ml January 30, 1953 

Criminal Division _ 

Recorded • \Jkgm - 3^ u 

• ' o y 

THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 

ESPIONAGE - R 


Reference is mads to the memorandum from the 
Criminal Division dated January 19, 1953, transmitting 
a copy of the transcript of the testimony of Subject 
Thomas L. Black before the Federal Grand Jury for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, October 2?, 3, sod 9, - <• 1 

1952. The Criminal Division requested that tbs transcript 
be returned after it had been reviewed by the Bureau. 

The transcript baa' bean reviewed, end no inf orm&tion 
contained therein was found to bo materially different from that 
previously furnished by Blaokto agents of our Philadelphia 
. Division. 


... . ..The transorlpt is being returned ..herewith. 



SAC, Philadelphia (65-4332) 

Director, FBI (65-59181) — 3vy 

- RECORDED -s 


THOMAS L. BLACK 
ESPJOKAOE - n 


January 26, 1953 


Re Buie t 10-29-52, instructing the Philadelphia 
Division to b aka arrangements with the United States 
Attornoy*s Office to review the Grand Jury testimony of ' 
Black in order to ascertain if there is any information 
therein which Black has ..not previously given to the Bureau * 

There is attached hereto &r the tnfornatton 
of the Philadelphia Office a copy of a letter from the 
Crtminal Division of the Department , dated January 19j _ . 
1953, reflecting that the Crtminal Dtvtston will solicit 
the registration of Black under terms of the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act as amended by Section 80(a) of 
the Internal Security Act of 1950* 

'• ' v ' 1 ' ' 1 '‘Z\’-'" ! 'Stnce the Criminal* Div ieio n fo rwarded the v,: 
minutes of the Orand Jury proceedings to the Bureau for 
review, it wtll not be neceeeary for the Philadelphia 
Dioiston to obtain same from the USA f s Off tee in Philadelphia* 

The Philadelphia Off tee should recontact the 
USA f s Office for m opinion tn this case, 

, The Philadelphia Off tee will be advised when ; 

Black f s registration has been effected* Philadelphia vtli'’ 
also be advised of any nets information furnished by Blocs 
in hie testimony before the Federal Orand Jury at Philadelphia 
on October 2, 3, and 9 , 1952* 


leisure 


EL t mem 


y> 2 Mi 

_ “ I. z Btb l 01 

JAN 2 6 1953 ' t 6 I „ u : 


; # /• 

V ; tv*- / 





March 4» 1953 


•Prom 


Subject i DELAYS ON THE PART OP UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS 

fj ^ /" 

SAC Letter #53-13 dated February 10, 1953* Instructed 
all field offices to review pending oases in all classifications 
ip order to locate instances where the office of the United States 
Attorney has delayed in rendering a prosecutive opinion or where 
prosecutive action has been delayed subsequent to indictment, 
issuance of an information or complaint* Separate sheets were 
to be prepared for each classification and the following infor- 
mation furnished} 

Complete title and character of oase 
Bureau file number if known 

A brief resume of the delay on the part of the United 

States Attorney's office, and 

The reason for the delay, if known. 


: Supervisors Handling Criminal Violations 
» 

: Mr. RoBen 


prepared. 


An original and three ooples of each sheet were to be 


Together with a copy of this memorandum each desk 
handling criminal violations is being furnished three copies 
of memoranda prepared by the field covering the classifications 
it handles. The original will be filed in the main ‘62- file 
maintained by the Bureau on the subject of "Relations With the 
United States Attorney's Office in Bach District." Each desk 
should review the eases referred to in the memoranda and take 
such action as is necessary to bring the case to a logical 
conclusion at the earliest possible date. This will require 
writing to the Department in all instances where the delays 
on the part of the United States Attorney do not appear justified 
and consideration should be given to writing the Department 
in those cases where delays are apparent even though explained 
by reasons beyond the control of the United States Attorney. 

The field should be. furnished with conies of. eaiy^leJtters^to. | » 
.the Department and all cases should be followed closely until \j 
closed. » l/ 

The action taken should be noted on a oopy of the 
memorandum from the field which is to be routed to the file of 
the substantive case. A oopy of the field memorandum may be'. . 
retained as a tickler if not needed for filing purposes. 
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Assistant Attorney Qeneral 
Warren Olney III 

Director, FBI 

- O 

THOMAS L. BLACK - 
ESPIONAGE - R 

INTERNAL SECURITI ACT OF 1950 


April 7, 1953 



Reference is made to memorandum fron former Assistant 
Attorney General Charles B. Murray, reference CBMtNEFiRBGi Jkg - 
146-51-15-1316, which reflected that the. registration of subject 
Thomas L. Black would be solicited undertone of Section 20(a) 
of the Internal Security Act of 1950. 


Our Philadelphia Office advised on January 16, 1953, 
that Assistant United States Attorney Alfred L. Luongo of the " 

Eastern Distrlot of Pennsylvania is reviewing ths transoript of . . 
Black's testimony before the Federal Grand Jury on October 2, 

3, and 9# 1952, to determine if there are any statements of 
perjury therein. 

* * * . - » * * '* • /' ' 1* * ■ */'> ' /- •> * . v * w 

. * ' * * ■* t ’ ■ 1 ' * * t , 

Since the Black ease has been under consideration for 
a number of years, it would be appreciated if you would advise 
us as to ths status of Black's registration under the Internal 
Security Apt of 1950, as well as any prosecutive action you con- 
template for Violation of any; Federal statutes. J 
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THOMAS L> BLACK , was 
ESPIONAGE - R 
,PH me -65-4332 ... ■ 


Buflle 6* 
ll/LO/50 

3/5/51 ' 


V30/51 


10/B/51 


Case referred toU.S. Attorney, Philadelphia, by 
Department for prosecutive opinion* 

AGS A MC CORMICK stated evidence insufficient to 
bus tain eonvlotlon under Espionage or Misprision 
of Felony statutes* , 

MC 1NERNEY, ‘ AAO, drim. Division/ stated case cams * J 
under Registration Act, requested all information 
be fumlBhed U. S, Attorney, Philadelphia, to assist 
In questioning BLACK at Grand Jury hearing. - 

AGS A MC CORMICK advised BLACK vould be called before 
Grand Jury in Nov, 1951* 


41/19/51/ - ~ -ADS4-MC rCqraiqLgsal/V BLACK * 0 ^ 4 . appea* «JL951 t .. . .... 


1AV52 

3/27/52 

5/27/52 

7/15/52" 


7/30/52 

10/3/52 


l H/25/52 

COPIES DESTROYED 
ft *7 NOV 21 I960 

*? ~ v 2A9/5$*2 


AUSA MC CORMICK died. 

AUSA LGONGO said case Just assigned him, vould re- 
'^ulre study. • x 

AGSA LGONGO said BLACK vould be called before Grand 
Jury in July 1952. 

AUSA LGONGO said BLACK vould be called before Grand 
Jury In August 1952 at which time, after BLACK! s . 
testimony, he vould solicit BLACK'S registration 
under Registration Act. 

AUSA LGONGO stated vould discuBB case vlth Mr. 
CANAVAN of Department at Phila. on 8/18/52. 

. * x ■ * 

BLACK appeared 'before Federal Grand Jury. AUSA 
LGONGO said he desired to review BLACK'S testimony 
before making decision re prosecution. 

AUSA LGONGO said he had not completely revleved . 
BLACK'S testimony. Felt BLACK could not be prose- 
cuted for Espionage, but planned to revlev his ■ 
testimony for possible perjury, violation. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-4332) 
) 

THOMAS L. BLAffi, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE: 4/21/53 



Rebulet dated }/30/53. 

Pursuant to Bureau instructions in referenced letter, THOMAS L. BLACK was 
advised that any public disclosure ,on his part of the identity of his Soviet 
espionage superior "JACK*! as JCSEPft/j^ATZ. might impair future espionage in- 
vestigations conducted by the FBIJt'BLACK stated that he would, of course, 
in the future refrain from making any statements relative to "JACK'S" 
identity. 


In regard to BLACK's testimony before the Federal Grand Jury at Philadelphia 
to the effect that he had identified his Soviet espionage cont'ac^dCHN” from 
pictures in FBI files, BLACK stated that he believed that he had Identified 
"JOHN" from pictures shown to him by SAs HOLMES and WELTE. However, he said 
that he might not have stated to the agents that "This is JOHN" but that in 
his own mind he felt that he had seen a photograph of "JOHN." 


A review of Unsub, wa. JOHN; THOMAS L. BLACK, Informant, Espionage -R, 
(Bufile 65-59452, PH file 65-4377) reflected that BLACK had never identified 
"JOHN” from the photographs shown him in instant matter. 


SA ROBERT W. HOLMES, who was handling BLACK during this period, advised that 
BLACK had never identified "JOHN" either from photographs or descriptions of 
possible suspects for "JOHN.” 


/ 

f 


1 BLACK adviaed thAt due to the elapsed time he possibly is co nf used a s . 

having identlfle d.-*»J0HM.»^and7c6ncluded that If he fmdldentified "JOHN" fro m 
photographs or descriptions there would have been no reason for his not having’ 
positively made this identification to agents at the time. 


Relative to BLACK'S registration under the Foreign Agents Registration Act,'- 
as amended by Section 20 (a) of the Internal Security Act of 1950, he volunteered 
that he had received these registration forms from the Department of Justice 
dated 2/j/ 52, and had executed same approximately ^17/ 53* 


No further action is being taken by the Philadelphia Office, and the Bureau is 
requested to advise Philadelphia of the Department's decision relative -to - 
prosecutive action contemplated for violation of any Federal statutes. 






ReBulet to Ihtladtlphta 1-30-53, and Bulat to 
Aootatant Attorney General Barron Olnoy III, 4-7- 53, 
el carbon copy of which mi dootanotod for t he Philadelphia 
Li vi §i on . 


Jt to noted that Blaok testified before the Federal 
grand Jury in Philadelphia in October, 1953* Philadelphia - . 
letter of 1-16-53 , reflected that AOSA Alfred L* Luongo 
desired to sift through Black*s testimony before the Federal 
grand Jury for a possible perjury violation * As Philadelphia 
is aware the Black case has been pending for several years • 
She Bureau destres that this case be brought to a conclusion 
wtthout further delay * The U.S, Attorney at Philadelphia 
ehould be contacted and you should bring to his attention 
the long delay in this case * Tou should determine from 
him as to when he contemplates arriving at an opinion in. 
this case * Tou should advise the Bureau immediately as 
to the U*S* Attorney 9 s comments In order that the Criminal 
Division of the Department may be followed closely * 

There is attached hereto d copy of a letter from the 
Criminal Division dated 4-10-53, reflecting that Blaok 
registered on February B4, 1953, under terms of the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended by Section BO (a) 
of the Internal Security Aot of 1950 * 


two copies of the Bureau , s memorandum to the Criminal 
Dtvision regarding Black 9 s registration statement is attaohed 
far the information of the Philadelphia Division* 
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Office Mem%mdum * united s^es government 
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TO 


‘ Director, FBI (65-59181) 
prom . SAC, Philadelphia (65-14-332) 


DATS: 5/14/53 


SUBJECT! 


*V‘ 


s . 


i a . 


WAS, 


THOMAS L. ^Bla CK, 

ESPIONAGE - R 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Re bale t 4/27/53. 

Due to the ohanglng personnel In the U.S. Attorney's 
Office, this ease Is now being handled by AUSA MORTON FINE, . 
Philadelphia, Pa. AUSA FINE was oontaoted on 5/13/53. and 
advised that BLACK'S ease had recently been reassigned to him. 

He has been unable to completely familiarise himself with the 
case In order to furnish a prosecutive opinion. 

The long .delay in this oase was brought to the 
attention of AUSA FINE. . - - - - 

AUSA FINE requested that, this office recontact him 
on 6/15/53* at whioh time /he will furnish a prosecutive opinion. 

' " ’ ' ' ! r ts-gwA 3 f* 

. * -jjy 1$ 1953 \ 
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SAC, Philadelphia (65-4332) 

recorded - ft 

j Director, FBI (65-5918 l)~$oO 


May 28, 1953 


TffOMAS l. BLACK, looa. 

S3 PI 0 FACE -R 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


. . Re Philadelphia letter 5-14-53, re Fleeting that , 

the Black oaee te now being handled by AU3A Morton Fine, 
in view of the condition of changing personnel which * 
exists at the Um 8. Attorney's office in Philadelphia . 
Reflet reflects that AUSA Pine requested that the 
Philadelphia Division contact hi m June 15, 1953, at which 
tine he will furnish a prosecutivs opinion . 

There is attached for the information of the . 
Philadelphia Division a co of a memorandum from the 
Criminal Division dated May 20, 1953 • This memorandum 
reflects that the Criminal Division of, the Department 
contemplates no prosecutive aoti on* against Black for' the 
violation of any Federal Statutes, and that Black's 
registration statement ts being withheld from public 
examination. 


Philadelphia should Immediately contact AUSA 
Fine and call to his attention the attaohed memorandum 
from the Criminal Division. You should determine if 
fine desires 'to consider this matter further • 

I ■ 

The Bureau expects the Philadelphia Division 
to keep in ef.ose contact with AUSA Fine in order that a 
final opinion , may be obtained from him and this case be 
brought to a logical conoluston at the earliest possible 
moment. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (116-349212) 
SAC, SEATTLE (ll6-t»w) 


JOHN JOSEPH DOWNING, HA 
AEA - El C INRAD. . 



Re Seattle letted dated 7A6/53 captioned " THOMAS L.^LA CK. 
«b,. ESPIOHAQB - Rf ESPIONAGE - MISPRISION OP FELOlfif’^Bureau FUe" 
63-39181). 


Briefly, the 8eattle into rest in both the captioned and 
the BLACK caao la that DOWNING, an employee at the Hanford Operations 
Office, is an associate of subject BIACK, an ad mitted Soviet Espion- 
age Agent. There is no Indication that DOWNING was aware of BLACK'S 
espionage activities t however, the BLACK case has been maintained In 
a pending status in the Seattle Office to report the results of 
action taken by the ABC in determining the security clearance Of" em- 
ployee DOWNING. Information has Just been received that the Personnel 
Security Branoh of the ABC, Washington, D. C«, on 10/V53, concurred 
in the recommendation of the local Personnel Security Board at the 
Hanford Operations Office to peafflm the employee *s security clear- 
ance. 


* The Seattle Office will continue to follow DOWNIKO's status 
each six months under the above captioned, and the Philadelphia and i 
Newark Offices will be immediately advised of any pertinent develop- VV 
wants in connection with the BLACK case. \ 

It is suggested that the Bureau may desire to request this 
office to submit s C inrad letter concerning DOWNING. 

’ ‘ --s • 1 

UACB Seattle File 63-3091 (Bureau File 63-39181) captioned 
"THOMAS L. BLACK, Espionage - R - will be placed in an BBC status. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEbnonTION 


F arm No. l 

This cask originated at 

nNflTHAflCAT 

PHILADELPHIA 


PHILADELPHIA 


OATW WHEN mtOO FOR WHICH UAfiC 


6/8^3 


6A/53 


PAUL B. GIBSON 


CHABACTn or CASM 


(PKR)f 


THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 


ESPIONAGE - R 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT 
OF 1950 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 


MORTON FINE, AUSA, EDPa., stated evidence Insufficient to sustain 
conviction under Perjury, Misprison of Felony, and Espionage Statute! 
and that he contemplates no further action concerning subject. 

- C - 


DETAILS: 


At Philadelphia, Pa* 


On June 1|., 1953# Mr. MORTON FINE, Assistant 
United States Attorney, Eastern Dlstrlot of Pennsylvania, advised 
that after a careful review of all material relating to the subject, 
he is of the opinion that evidence was insufficient to sustain a 
conviction under the Perjury, Misprison of Felony, and Espionage 
Statutes, and that for this reason he contemplates no further action 
regarding BLACK. 
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do not write in thssc waco 


.5)- Bureau (65-59181) 

1 - USA, -Philadelphia JUN 9 1953 

1 - New York (65-15338) (Info) ** 

3 - Philadelphia 165-i|332) 



1 iipoar ud ire comare me ioaied to you by the rn and are rot to be witbibuted outside or 
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May 14, 1953- 


Bureau letter to Philadelphia dated 
May 28 ,1953* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FbnnKo. 1 

This case or ig skated at 


MvoirriAAxaiAr 

PHILADELPHIA 


PHILAFBLPHIA 



KMOD POR WHICH MAOS 

RDORTMAOKBY 


4A/SJ 

PAUL B. OIBSOH 

(PER) 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


THOMAS L. BLACK, via. 


BSPJQHAOE - B 
IHTEhHAL flECOhITI ACT 




SYNOPSIS OF FACTS! 


NORTON PI RE, AUSA, EDPa., stated evidence Insuf fie lent to sustain 
conviction under Par jury. Misprison of Felony, end Espionage Statute! 
end that be eonteioplatee no farther notion eoneeraing subject* 


- C - 


DETAILS » 


At Philadelphia. 


On Jhne 4, 1953# Mr* NORTON FIRE, Assiatent 
United Statee Attorney, Baa tern District of Pennsylvania, advised 
that after a eareful review of all material relating to the subjeet, 
he is of the opinion that evldenea was insuf fie lent to sustain a 
conviction under the Perjury, Misprison of Felony, and Espionage 
Statutes, and that for this reason he contemplates no further action 
regarding BLACK. 
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eo NOT WHITE 1NTHXBI SPACES 


COPIES OP THIS I 


Bureau (65-59101) 

1 - USA, Philadelphia 
1 - Hew York (65-15330) (Info) 
3 - Philadelphia 165-4332) 



fSOFEBTV Of FBI — THIS CORFtDtHTUL ttPOIT AID ITS CONTESTS ME LOSSEO TO YOU BY THE FBI AID ABE SOT TO BE OIBTtiBUTEO OUTBIDS Of 
A6EICY TO WHICH LOAIEO. * . , __ 





Federal bureau of investigation V. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


BETiAS 

&-b07U yCf* 6/18/53 

/ .Tr*nsffiii_^he following Teletype oeaaage to: A® TEL 

.^DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-1*332) SAC, SEATTLE 


6/18/53 


AIR TEL 


Mr. T^l^n 

Mr. Ladd — —f 
Mr. NicholaZL/g 
Mr. EelmonUD P 

Mr. Cl«r$ ! 

Mr. Givrin 

Mr. f!r.V> 

M r . ft v>n 

Mr. T iL~y 

Mr. G 'mrly 

Mr/M . 

I ?>t r. T V ■ r t.*» r ro wd- 

Mr. !MVn 


THOMAS Dr BLACK, W AS. ESPIONAGE-Rj ESPIONAGE-MISPRISON OF pELONY. IALTEBj^^S^^T- 
{}' DI SALTO, 237 PROSPECT AVE., NORTH ARLINGTON, NJ, SENIOR CHEMICAL rac ijiRFfi AT^J 
COLGATE PAUOLIVE FEET CO., JS*SEY CUT, NJ AND FORMER EMPLOYEE QF NOPCO CHEMICAL 
00., HARRISON, NJ FROM 2/6/kl TO W53 INTERVIEWED 6/17/53 AT HIS REQUEST. 

DI SALTO FURNISHED A LETTER POSTMARKED 6/13/^AT RICHLAND, RASH INCHON, ADDRESSED^ u\< 
| TO HIM AT NOPCO FROM ONE, JOHN J. DOWNING, HEARING RETURN ADDRESS GF 101 OOTTONWOCyU^ 
DRIVE, RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, DATED 6/13/53. ENVELOPE MARKED "PERSONAL AND / 

CONFIDENTIAL" AND LETTER STATES AS FOLLOWS: "DEAR WALTER: I AM CURRENTLY BEING 
ASKED TO EXPLAIN MY ASSOCIATION WITH THOMAS HACK, WHO, OUR SECURITY DIVISION^^g^ 
STATES HAS ADMITTED INVOLVEMENT WITH AN ATOMIC ESPIONAGE RING. AS YOU KNOW, 

. SUBLET BUCK’S APARTMENT FOR A SHORT PERIOD IN 1$1*6 AND HE TODD ME THAT ON MY 
DEPARTURE, HE WAS SUBLETTING IT TO YOU. I FEEL SURE THAT YOUR ASSOCIATION WITH 
BUCK WAS AS INNOCENT AS MINE WAS, AND I REQUEST THAT YOU GIVE ME A STATEMENT, 
PREFERABLY NOTARIZED, TO THE EFFECT THAT YOU SUBLET THE APARTMENT AND HAD OTHER 
CONTACTS WITH HIM WITHOUT BEING AWARE OF AMY DISLOYAL ACTS OR ATTITUDES ON H3B PART. 

I AM ASKING OTHERS IN NOPCO WHO ALSO KNEW BUCK WITHOUT BEING AWARE OF HIS SECRET - 
LEFT TO FURNISH MB SIMILAR STATEMENTS. SINCERELY, JOHN J. D0WN3N0." DI S^LVO' ... 

DENIES EVER SUBLETTING BUCK'S APARTMENT. KNEW BUCK CASUALLY AS FELLOW EMPLOYEE 
FROM APPROXIMATELY 1$1*1 TO 191U*, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE EMPLOYED IN DIFFER QJT BUHpINGS 
AT NOPCO. VISITED BUCK'S APARTMENT IN NEWARK ON ONE OCCASION, PURELY SOCIAL IN 
NATURE. NEVER SUSPECTED BUCK DISLOYAL OR INVOLVED IN ESPIONAGE. DI SALVO j 






Bptoial Agent in Chsfge 




V»iu.COKDcI} CCPY FILED IN 


✓ . v ' — “ — 

\ 

EDEBAL BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

PAGE TOO 

CLAIMS HE KNOUT DOWNING EVEN LESS THAN BUCK AND IS SURPRISED DOWNING WOULD 
REMEMBER HIM. RECALLS ONLY ONE BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH DOWNING AT NOPCO. WORKED 
WITH DOWNING IN SAME DEPARTMENT FOR ONLY 3 OR U M9NTHS AFTER WHICH DOWNING 
TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER DEPARTMENT AND THEY HAD NO FURTHER CONTACT. DI SALVO 
LEARNED ABOUT SIX OTHER NOPCO EMPLOYEES RECEIVED SIMILAR IETTERS FROM DOWNING 
AND ARE APPARENTLY IGNORING THEM. DI SALVO UNABLE TO UNDERSTAND WHY BUCK TOUT ' 

DOWNING HE WAS SUBLETTING HIS APARTMENT TO DI SALVO AS LATER HE HAD NO SUCH 
ARRANGEMENT WITH BUCK. DI SALVO WROTE DOWNING ADVISING HE WAS MISINFORMED 

I 

AND THAT DI SALVO COUID NOT FURNISH REQUESTED STATEMENT. DI SALVO KNEW OF NOTHING 
# 

DEROGATORY CONCffiNINO DOWNING'S LOYALTY* CHARACTER OR ASSOCIATES. DOWNING'S 
UTTER SING RETAINED NEWARK FIXES. ABOVE FOR INFO BUREAU AND SEATTLE IN EVENT 
DOWNING PRESENTLY INVOLVED IN LOYALTY HEARING OR HAS ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED DATA. 

¥ 

COPY TO PHILADELPHIA FOR INFO SINCE THEY ARE ORIGIN THIS MATTER. LETTER WILL • 

FOLLOW SETTING OUT INTERVIEW IN FULL. NEWARK FILES REFLECT JOHN DOWNINO WAS 
FELLOW EMPLOYEE OF BUCK AT NOPCO* WHO TOGETHER WITH HIS MOTHER* OCCUPIED BUCK'S 
NEWARK APARTMENT AT ONE TIME. DOWNINO UTHl LEFT NOPCO AND SECURED EMPLOYMENT 
AT CRESTA BIANCA WINERY IN CALIFORNIA. 

HOSTETTER 

END j 

i ' . 

I 




Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent. 


Per. 


• Office Memo%idum • united st/0s government 


TO 

Director, FBI (65-59161) 

1 1 

FROM 

£ 

, SAC, Newark (65-407U) 

SUBJECT: 

0 

THOMAS L. BLACK, waa. 


ESPIONAGE - R, 


MISPRISON OF ESPIONAGE 


DMB: 6/29/53 


s o ) / 

miff . 


Reference is cade to Newark air-tel £^8/53. 

There ie being set out below fuU. Retails of the interview with 
WALTER A. DI SALVO. 

V 

On 6 / 16/53 WALTER A.^fil-^ALVO, 237 Prospect Ave., North Arlington, 
N.J., telephonically contacted the Newark Office and requested that an - 
agent contact him in regard to a matter pertaining to TOM'-BLACK^ 

01 SALVO was interviewed at his residence 6/17/53 by SA BLAKE E. 
TURNER. He stated he is presently employed as a Senior Chemical Engineer 
at the Colegate Palmolive Feet Co., 105 Hudson St., Jersey City, N.J. He 
jsald he. was formerly employed f rqm2/6/l*l to Ji/3/53 As a Chemical Engineer ^ 
in Charge j»f.jjhe_Pilot Laboratory at. the.. Nopco Chemical Co. T Harrison, N.J. 

DI SALVO stated he had just received a letter from one JOHN J . . 
DOWNING, whom he knew to be a former Nopco mnployee, in which DCffNiNQ 
.requ ested DI SALVO to furnish an affidavit.. explaining the. nature of his. 
.asBociation’as a f ellow emplovee with .TOM BLAG K. . who.. according ^ v ^he . .. 

DI SALVO then presented Instant letter to the agent, together 
with the envelope in which it came. The envelope was postmarked at 
Richland, Wash., 6/13/53, was addressed to DI SALVO at the Nopco Chemical 
- Co., was marked "Personal and Confidential" and the letter Itself was 
signed "JOHN J. DONNING." 


The letter reads as follows i 


COPIES DESTROYED 

ft 47 NOV 2 1 I960 

"Ur. Walter*0i^alvo 
Nopco Chemical' Co. / 


■Ul Cottonwood Dr. 
Richland, Washington 
June 13, 1953 


"Deal Waltert 6»> 

"I am cu rrently being aaked to explain my association with TOOtyA S BLACK , who, 
our Security Division states ^^aSj^ttecT’inTOlvment with an atomic * espionage ring. 

* ftrrnnT^jvr^ -r-jr-i* 0 - “W(TTgJ~f 3 Lt\ f ffniTri 1 1 1 1 iii~ ■ ■ i i “ ' ' 

CC ttiladelphia (65-li332J r ^ ^ 


001 ESSSt** (6 ^exed-52 

Newark /lie 116-29713 . 

WCT»JCT) 


Letter to Director 
NK 65-107U 




■As you know, I sublet Black's apartment for a short period In 19I46 and he told 
me that on my departure, he was subletting it to you. I feel sure that your 
association with Black was as innocent as nine was and I request that you give 
me a statement, preferably notarised, to the effect that you sublet the 
apartment and had other contacts with him without being aware of any disloyal 
acts or attitudes on his part. I am asking o then in Nopco who also knew 
Black without being aware of his secret life to furnish me similar statements. 

■Sincerely 

■e/ JOHN J. DOWNING." ^ - 


DU SALVO stated he knew THOMAS BLACK casually as a fellow employee 
at Nopco from about 19iil to 19Ulu BLACK was a Chemist who specialised 
primarily in bacteriology. BLACK also worked in a different building than 
DI SALVO. 

"DI SALVO stated he newer sublet BLACK'S apartment as indicated 
in DOWNING'S letter, and further, that he was at e loss to understand 
why either BLACK or DOWNING would say this, since he had no such arrange- 
ments with BLACK at any time. 

DI SALVO said he did visit BLACK'S apartment located in the Prudential 
Apartments on Raymond Boulevard in the Iron Bound Section of Newark on one 
occasion. This was at BLACK'S invitation and DOWNING was accompanied by 
. another Nopco employee whose name DI SALVO recalls as JQB^APAN OLA (PHONETIC). 

‘ / 

DI SALVO said this visit lasted approximately two hours, and th&t 
* most of the time was taken up by BLACK who engagedln a long tirade of 
criticism against m SALVO'S superior. Dr. ROLANB > KAPP, Research Director 
at Nopco. ' f) ■ 

DI* SALVO said this was his only actual association with BLACK with 
the exception of occasional business eontaet at the Nopco Plant. Be said 
. that at no time while he knew BLACK did he ever suspect or have reason to 
suspect that BLACK engaged in espionage. He said that prior to the receipt 
of DOWNING'S letter, he had no knowledge concerning -BLACK'S alleged 
espionage activities. 
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Letter to Director 
NK 6$-U07l 


TO. SALVO said he recalled that Dr. KIPP appeared to be a close associate 
of BLACK and that the latter visited KIPP'S residence, according to other 
.Nopco employees . He also recalled that BLACK was friendly with one, LEO 
VmDSCB, Safety Engineer at Nopco. He said that MDSCH apparently corresponded 
x vith BLACK since MOSCH vas avare of BLACK 'S whereabouts and employment after 
BLACK left Nopco. DI SALVO said he believed that both Dr. KAPP and LEO MOSCH 
were loyal Americans. 

' - ^ , r " 

DI SALVO said that one JACR^FASS, who worked for Dr. KAPP in the 
same department as DI SALVO, was also a close associate of TOM BLACK. 

DI SALVO said he understood that FASS and BLACK later vent into 
business together in Phila. 

DI SALVO also said he heard, but did hot know of his own knowledge 
that BLACK also had a close friend named ERNIE^SfeGESSMAN. ! 

.With respect to JOHM‘ / £OWNING, DI SALVO said he knew DONNINO even less 
than he had known BLACK, and in this respect, be was amazed that DOWNING woiiLd 
even remember him. He said that DOWNING was eoployed at Nopco when he, 

DC SALVO, became eoployed there, but that three or four months later, 

DCWNINO was transferred to another part of the plant, after which time they 
had no contact whatsoever. DI SALVO could only recall one conversation 
which he had with DCWNINO which pertained to their work, and which lasted 
only about five minutes. DI SALVO said he understands DOWNING entered the 
Armed Services while eoployed et Nopco and that he later returned, although 
DI SALVO never aaw him thereafter. 

% 

DI SALVO said he has neither seen nor heard of BLACK since the 
latter left Nopco, and he has not heard from' DOWNING, nor seen him until 
he received the above letter. 

DL SALVO said, that he believes DOWNING worked for the most part at 
Nopco under a CHARLEB'DRYDEN, now eoployed by an unknown research institution 
somewhere in Ohio. He stated he had no knowledge of the loyalty or character 
- of DOWNING, but that he aaw nothing which would indicate disloyalty on the 
part of DOWNING. DI SALVO said he has never corresponded with DOWNING. 


- 3 - 


Letter to Director 
NK 65-1*071* 


DI SALVO stated he learned that about six other employees at Nopco 
received similar letters from DONNING requesting affidavits to DOWNING'S 
character, loyalty and associates. Two of these employees known to DI SALVO 
were LOUIS^hOSENBERG and JACK^EVT. DI SALVO pointed out that his letter, ■ 
however, was different from the others because of the allegation that he, 

DI SALVO, had once sublet BLACK'S apartment. He also Btated that sill of the 
other recipients of letters from DONNING actually knew DONNING by virtue of 
their business association. 

PT SALVO stated he aa wall a« the other Nopco people are ignoring , 
JCSWINCl'Sjequest^dplan^Jiakpuwl^ticuiju^^^jBrubi^J^i^^e^.affidayitvS 
which DOWNING requested. 

DI SALVO further stated that DOWNING'S letter addressed to him was 
delivered to him by one MARTIN^f OBKES , a Nopco employee. Inasmuch as the 
letter was addressed to the Nopoo Chemical Co. ' 

Newark files, reflect that one JOHN DOWNING was a fellow employee of 1 1 
JBOMAS L.. BLACK the s Nopco Chemical''Co/,"and 'that"DCWNWG/'togeth l e^ t l 
with his mother, ati one time occupied BLACK'S Newark apartment. * M 

DOWNING later left Nopco for employment at the Create Blanca Vinery 
in Calif. 

JACK PASS and ERNEST 8EGESSMAN, mentioned above, have already been 
Identified in this matter. 


The above la b eing furnished for the information of the Bureau, Phila. 

. (officeof origin) and~^eaiTl'e^lg*Th^'‘OTent~IIVrNING"r6" presentlyinvolved in ... 
' a loyalty hearing procedure or has access tol cl aasifled information. No 
further action is being taken at Newark. 


The above letter to DI SALVO from DOWNING is being retained in the 
Newark files. . Q y 

j 
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SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI (65-59181) (116- 
_ . 349212) 

SAC, Seattle (65-3095) 

/' ... 

THOMAS L. BLACK, was. 

ESPIONAGE - R; 

ESPIONAGE - MISPRISION OF FELONY 


DATE: 7/16/53 

AIR MAIL 


Reference is made to Newark airtel to the Bureau and 


Seattle dated June 18, 1953* captioned as above, and Newark airtels 
June 24 and 25# 1953# captioned "JOHN JOSEPH DOWNING - HA-20515# 
AEAA". 


^ All references concern the activities of JOHN JOSEPH 
DOWNING, HA-20515, an employee of the Atomic Energy Commission, 
Hanford Operations Office, Richland, Washington. 


The files of the Security Division, AEC# Richland, Wash.# 
were reviewed concerning DOWNING and discussed with FRANK J. 

Me HALE, Chief Security Division, AEC. Mr. McHALE advised that 
in view of the serious nature of this case a hearing board had 
been called to ascertain whether or not DOWNING would continue with 
his "Q" clearance at the Hanford Works. McHALE also advised he 
had been transf erred from his Job and placed in work in construction 
activities until the adjudication of this case. 


The files reflected that on June 25# 1953 in answer to 
an inquiry from the Security Division as to the Implications of 
removing DOWNING from his employment in the SF Accountability 
Section of AEC resulted in a reply from the Head of the Operations 
Division, AEC# DON G. STURGES# giving the following information: 

DPIES DESTROYED 


:47 NOV 21 I960 
princi 


4 

I 


His memorandum states that DOWNING was employed as the . 
principal technical analyst for the Hanford Operations Office on 
sources and ffeslonable material in the accountability program at 
thlB site. Memorandum states, “it is his responsibility to analyze 
all of the plant material# balance reports submitted by the operat- 
ing contractor to insure that no explainable losses of material are 
incurred"; also, "to initiate investigative action to determine 
the source of such abnormal losses and to request appropriate 
corrective action to minimize or eliminate the losses". STURGES 
in this memorandum states that the man would be difficult to re- 
place. 




The file further revealed that a hearing board had been 
convened and that a hearing was set for July 7# 1953 and the re- 
sults of this hearing will be immedla^ly fumished to 

DJKsJs 

cc 2 - Philadelphia (65-4332) (116 
2 - Newark. (65-4074) (116-29713) 


mv- 


omished to the FBI. > 

f(S-SfohXi 


-'UL 20 1953 


cc i 7 r.SE files 116 - 0 - 2002 , 100-13440 




SE 65-3095 


It was noted In the exchange of the letters between 
the management and the subject concerning his hearing that he 
stated In one letter he first realized the implications of 
his associations with THOMAS L. BLACK when he read about BLACK 
in the "Atom Spies" by 0. PILAT In November or December 1952, 

At that time he stated he went to his supervisor and Immediately 
offered to contact the FBI or AEC Security and outline the exact 
extent of this acquaintanceship. He was told that they did not 
feel this waB necessary until he was asked, 

Mr, Me HALE on a confidential basis Indicated his dis- 
pleasure with the fact that an emergency "Q" had been granted to 
DOWNING on September 5, 1952, The Bureau completed their investlga 
tion on October 27* 1952 and then were asked for supplemental 
Investigation. This was completed on March 16, 1953, and since 
that time no decision was ever reached as to whether. or not the - 
subject would continue with his clearance, which It Is noted he 
has had since September 5, 1952. 

The files of the Seattle Office In Instant case regard- 
ing THOMAS L, BLACK contain Information that BLACK was an infprm- 
ant concerning a Soviet oontact^wffo was known to BLACK as^dtfHN" . 
under the name of^KARL" orJ^tRL". The following desci'lptlon . 
of this Individual was givtSn^by BLACK: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Build: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

The description of DOWNING as obtained from his PSQ, 
at the Hanford Operations Office of AEC at Richland Is as follows: 


White 
Male 

Early 30 «s in 1939 
Approximately 5*10” 
160 lbs. 

Thin, well built 
Yellow, blond, wavy 
Light blue 


V'/ . ,k 


Race: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Marital status: 

Bom: 

Social Security Number: 
CWS: 


White 

5*11" 

166 lbs. 

Brown 

Brown 

Married 

April 4, 1915# Newark, N.J 
147-05-6400 

32604363 (1/6/43 - 1/6/46) 


SE 65-3095 



However, It la noted that BLACK has been Interviewed 
twice about DOWNING and on both occasions haa Indicated that 
DOWNING la an entirely loyal American who haa never had any 
contact with any Soviet espionage. 

Aa soon as this office obtains Information concerning 
the results of the hearing board, which has been convened by the 
AEC concerning DOWNING'S continued access to confidential data, 
the Bureau and Interested offices will be notified. 
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Office M.emcfoJndum • 


TO i A, H, Belmo 


hom # w. A, Braniga 


ganjfifa^. 


UNITED STAVES GOVERNMENT 


date t September 26, 2953 


•object: THOMAS L , BLACK , was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Thomas Lessing Block was born July 5, 1907, at 
Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania , He has admitted becoming involved 
with the Soviets in 2934 when he and Ferdinand P . Heller went 
to Amtorg, New York City, to inquire about seeking employment 
in Russia , At Amtorg, Black and Heller met Gaik B, Ovakimian, 
Soviet espionage agent operating in the United States in the 
1930*6 , Black has admitted contacting and sometimes furnishing 
information to Ovakimian and subsequent Soviet espionage supe- 
riors, Paul Petersen , Carl, George (Semen Markovich Semenov ), 

Dr, Robert Schwartz (Gregori L, Rabinovitch ), John, and Jack 
(Joseph Kata) from 1934 to 1947 • The information consisted of 
industrial secrets of various companies by which Black was em- 
ployed, Information concerning penicillin and sorbitol (the 
source of Vitamin C) was passed. None of the information fur- 
nished has been determined to have been of a classified nature • 

Black has admitted that his Soviet superior, Gregori L, 
Rabinovitch, in 1936 wanted him to go to Mexico to work his way 
into the household of Leon Trotsky (one of the founders of the 
Communist Party, USSR , who was murdered in Mexico in 1940) in 
order to get complete information regarding the household , 

Black stated he refused this assignment • Black admitted acting 
as a courier for his Soviet superior, Joseph Kata, in 1944 or 
1945 in that he delivered $ 100,00 and a message to William W, 
Stapler (deceased) , Kata advised Black that the Soviets had , 
purchased technical information from Stapler in the past, 

Stapler was an employee of the Hercules Ponder Company, 
Wilmington, Delaware , Black admitted receiving $ 100 from 
Soviet superior Rabinovitch to defray medical expenses in 1939, 
and six monthly payments of $100 each from Soviet superior Kota 
in the last half of 1944 , He also received expense money and 
various gifts from Soviet contacts, Harry Gold admitted in a 
signed statement dated June 2, 1950, that hewas initiated into 
Soviet espionage activity by Thomas L, Blaok, a chemist , in 
the Spring or Summer of 1935 • Black asked Gold if he could get 
information from the Pennsylvania Sugar Company, Philadelphia , 
Pennsylvania, relative to processes , Blaok explained that he. 
Black, was in oontact with a Russian at Amtorg, New York City, 
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and that Black had been giving this Russian chemical processes 
of the National Oil Products Company, his employer • Gold ad- 
mitted that in the latter part of 1935 he went to New Tork City 
'*■ with Black where Black introduced him to Paul Smith , who was 
Gold's first Soviet espionage superior • 

Black has registered under terms of the Foreign Agents 
\ Registration Act of 1938, as amended by Section 20 (a) of the 
Internal Security Act of 1950 • A Photostat of Exhibit G is on 
file in the main case file • The Criminal Division of the Depart- 
ment advised by memorandum dated 4-30-51, and again by memorandum 
dated 5-20-53, that no prosecutive action is contemplated against 
Black for violation of any Federal statutes • The Criminal 
Division advised that Black's registration statement is being 
withheld from public examination in view of the fact that Black 
has indicated that he will report any contacts by Soviet agents 
to the FBI • .. - 

Full dissemination has been made to the Criminal 
Division of the Department and to the United States Attorney at 
Philadelphia • Black is on the Security Index • All see refer- 
ences have been reviewed and all pertinent information is in 
the main o ase file • A closing report la in file and it is 
recommended that this case by closed • 

RECOMMENDA TION : 

* 

That this case be closed • 
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SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI " (6>-59l8l) 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-1332) 

/ • 

THCMAS LESSING' BUCK, was. 
ESPIONAGE - R 


OATB: 11-5-53 


Gam U.T.h 

/A - 


It la recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 

above-eaptlcned individual. 

XX The Security Index. Card on the captioned individual should be 
ehanged as follows t (Specify change only) 

HAVE ! 


ALIASES 

'■ — '-J ' 1 11 ■ ! 


- 


HATrVE BOHN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

CCWUNIST * SOCIALIST HOKERS PARTI 

INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST IEAQUB 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR HETCOM TAB FOR C0M3AB 

RACE SEX 

DATE OF BIRTH 

PUCE OF BIRTH 

i 

1 

I 

o 

0 

1 

ooncem and address) 

* 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify Aron Vital Facility List) 

: L 


RESIDENCE AH) HESS 


530 best Berks Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Director, FBI (65~5?l8l) 


UNITED S ^ES GOVE. 

B«curivj indM c»rd Qs n ed s A 


ii 


: m vioh t SAC, Philadelphia (65-b332) 

O 

SUBJECT) THOMAS LESSING BLACK, was. 

ESPIONAGE - R 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 19ft? 


A 


W 
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Retoulet 5/28/53 and attachment* 


MENT — \ 

Mr. oflxdmnn — 
fcjf. KichoU- — - . 

DATE: 5/1V5UI cS^IZ- 

y\t. \ 

Mr. "R ' 

TntfpTpDrrTtf. 1 } \ 

n CC 


In Tie* of BLACK* e continued cooperation with this Division, 
it la reccmmended the Security Index maintained on the subject be canceled* 
BLACK has executed a registration statement, filed pursuant to the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act of 1938 (as amended), which will not be made 
public* 

To insure complete oontrol of information received from BLACK, 
a 13b file will be maintained UACB and the subject considered, a Confidential 
Source of the Riiladelphla Diviaion re Espionage - R matters* Letter follows 


An indication of BLACK* s cooperation 'Is ovideneed -in-the^ase - 


" Ar •»» vs • vwvj#v* mvavu *v wt*m«h«www *u wuvv v ^4; £ , 

/"NIKOLAI NIKOLAEVICH HICHOV, WA. JOHNj ESPIONAGE - R" (BufilA 65-59b52k/ *' j 

I in which BLACK on 1/20/ 51i identified BRCHOV as his temporary Soviet | 

\ 8 ’ " 


anparior (hiring the period 1939-19b0« 
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UK^.'.r.C’O COPY FILED IN 
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Office Me„^%,Jum • unitei .. » IS GOVERNMENT 

- riTnt.iAm/n POT / At -ten ft! \ *' > It> DATE; 5-21-5U 


/TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (65-59181) 

H'aOM t SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-M32)i/ 
JUBJECT: THOMAS LESSI nL't,lXfX . 


ATTETNIOHi Identification Division 


ESPIONAGE - R 


Re FD-165 dated 10-11-50 in which the Philadelphia Office posted a ^jg. 
n subject. 

It is desired that the^^^HBbe cancelled inasmuch as th .ejHjf- 
subject is no longer on the Security inciex. -* 7**^- 


FCBinjc 


vjf 

'•f / 
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Director, FBI (65-59181) 


UNITED 




ES GOVE] 


DATE: 


UBJBCTi 



SAC, Philadelphia (I 3 l-New) 

THOMAS LESSIN^BLACK , was. 
CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE 


if 


Remylet 5/U/51 in case entitled "THOMAS LESSING BUCK, W 
ESPIONAGE - B, INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950." 


! 

Mr. Boardzamj, i 

* f - Nlcbol. ~~| 

? r - ®rfmont I 

Harbo I 

Ir. Mohr . I 

T l*™** I 

r * I 

r ' Tamm I 

r. Si:oo._, I 

[• Wii rtemnri:/ 

le - Room. I 

ff. r - Holio mBB ___ J 
Si 1 }* Candy I 


THOMAS LESSING BUCK was born as TASSO LESSING BUCK at Blocmsburg J 
Pa., on 7/5/07, the son of ALFRED HtUCE and MARY' HELEN BUCK 7 His moCWdr— < 

, died in 1910 and his father subsequently remarried An 1919 to Mrs. LOIS 


X BUCK. 


\W . 




lois - /"A 


x 

■ ; ! •• *y 


'*i 

. *•< 
•, V. u, 


BUCK, a white male, obtained his grade and high school eduo&t^oxT^ 
in Blooms burg, Pa., and subsequently entered the Pennsylvania State ^College *>. 
State College, Pa., attending from 1925 through 1929 without graduating 
because of low grades. He, upon completion of his education at Permsyl- 
; vania State College, was employed as a Control Chemist by the American 
Cyanamid Company, Linden, N. J. He then became employed as a Qbemibt f 
for the Holbrook Manufacturing Company of New York, N. Y. (1930*1933^. 

He then worked as an Analytical Chemist for the National Oil Prq$uct$ 

Company in Kearney, N. J., until 1911. He then acted as a Consultant ^ 
for the Fine Organics Laboratory of Lodi, N. J., for approximately O 
year, and in 1915 became employed as a Consulting Chemist for the ’Charles^* 

V. Berg laboratories, 1827 North Fifth Street, Philadelphia. BLACK , *??ow y ■%. 
residing at 530 West Berks Street in Philadelphia, continues to r6£al£ \J\ 
the above employment with the Berg Laboratories. <f*. yX 

It is noted details of his activities and past residences 
appear in the Philadelphia report of SA WILLIAM B. WELTE, JR. , dated |JV 
7/26/50. Hr 

BUCK, since the mid-1930'a to 1950, participated in or was 
associated with various aspects of Soviet espionage activities within i| 
the United States. He was also a member of the Communist Party in the 
mid-1930's, and, at the behest of his Soviet superior, conducted espionage VJ 
into Trotakyite activities within the SHP in the late 1930*^ This A/W W 
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PH UU-Nerw 
Director, FBI 


6 / 7 / 51 * 


activity was centered principally in the vicinity of Newark, N. J. , and 
the immediate surrounding northern Hew Jersey cities* He has provided 
this office with details of his past activities and has readily provided 
Information that has led to the Identity of his various Soviet superiors 
and American contacts* As pointed out in the referenced letter, BLACK 
made positive identification on 1/20/51 of NIKOLAI NIKOLAEVICH BECHOV as 
being his temporary Soviet superior during the period 1939-19iiO* BLACK 
has maintained a friendly, cooperative attitude toward the Bureau* 

Credit records of the Philadelphia Credit Bureau, Inc*, 
Philadelphia, and the files of the Philadelphia Police Department 
Beoord Room - Detective Division and the Intelligence Squad fail to .. _ 
reflect any record of THOMAS LESSING BLACK. 

The following description is set forth as obtained from 
personal observation of interviewing agents and as provided by BLACK » 

Name r? ^ THOMAS'lESSINQ BI4CK, • 

/2 v Tasso Lessing Black, Thomas L* 

^Elack, Tottf/Black, Dr* Thomas L* 
.'/'Black, Georgw Williams, Too^Jones, 
Harold 1.' /Jones, Toea Wright, 
Le ssic tBlack, Bob, " Doc* 

Sez Male 

Race White 

... Age r .,,13. in 1950 

Bern July 5* 1907, Blocmsburg, lb. 

Residence 530 West Berios Street, fbiladelphla, h. 

Height 5*B§" 

Weight 200 pounds 

Build Heavy 

Hair Light brown, wavy 

Eyes Blue 

Complexion light, ruddy 

Soars and marks Burn scars on entire left arm and 

shoulder, front of node, and 
left ear 

Peculiarities . High square forehead, glasses, 

flat feet, uses long, black 
cigarette holder, incessant 
smoker of cigarettes, smokes 
Camels 


Peculiarities 


- 2 - 
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Director, FBI 


Occupation 
Marital status 
Immediate relatives 


Nationality 
Country of birth 
Finger jrint 
classification 
Handwriting specimen 
Social Security Number 
Past residences 


Employment 


Chemist 

Single 

Stepmother, Mrs. A. 

(LOIS), nurse, Qbrant Hospital, 
Columbus, jQfaio C.'\ 

'■ American . 


-United States 



Identification Division, FBI 
At Bureau 


136-09-0915 

Birth until June 1929, at 
265 Bast Street, Bloomeburg, Pa.; ~~ 

. 1928 to 1937* 577 Madieon Avenue, 
Elisabeth, N. J.; Apartment 210, 

112 Westfield Avenue, Elisabeth, 

N. J. | 116 Ana Street, Apartment 
: n * ~ 2H, Elisabeth, N. J*; 651* Bergen •-■7 7 -:* 
Avenue, Jersey City, N. J.; 57 
Sip Avenue, Apartment 62 , Jersey 
City, H. J.; The Mayflower Apart- 
ments, Apartment D-17, 65 Tonne 11 
Avenue, Jersey City, N. J.; 

55 Oxford Street, Apartment 2-F, 

Unit 1, Newark, N. J.; 17 Oxford 
Street, Unit 1*, Newark, N. J.; 

‘’'' Majestic Hotel, Philadelphia pert — ‘ 
time; 191*5 end 191 * 6 , apartment of 
SARAH ANN MELLCR, 171*9 North 
Mascher Street, Philadelphia; 

June 191*6 to October 191*6, 1*3 
West Or avers Lane, Riiladelphia, 
heme of Mias S, V. HENKKLS; 

2121* Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 
apartment of SARAH HERSCHQS, until 
191*8; 1908 Dallas Street, Philadelphia 
home of Mr* LOUIS COOPER, September 
19U8 to Spring 1950; Spring of 1950, 
1929 North 6 th 8 tree t, Philadelphia. 

American Cy&namid Company, 1929 
to 1930; 1 » 


Holbrook Manufacturing Company, 
1930 to 1933; 

National Oil IVoducta Company, 
•V ‘1933 .to 1 91*1*; ' v 



- > 



PH 134-New 
Director, FBI 
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Ebploynent (continued) 


Education 


Fine Organics, Inc*, 19U*-19li5 
as Consultant; 

Spruce Chemical Ccnp&ny, 

177 Railway Avenue, Pater eon, 
N. J. , 19 I 16 - as Consultant; 
Charles V, Berg Laboratories, 
1827 North 5th Street. 
Philadelphia, Pa., 1945 - as 
Consultant* 

Blocmsburg, Pa*, High School, 
1921-1925; 

Pennsylvania State College, 
1925*1929 (did not graduate). 


/ . In view of the above, he is being considered .% JConfidantlil ,. 4 . v 

/ ^Sourceof the ftxll&delphia Division relative to ~Sspdonage -"R'aktt^e'^ ^ J.v^r?' ’ 
t '* ' %T. 


- - r & rr ■ 
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SAC, Philadelphia (134-New) June 17, 1954 
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Lireotor, FBI (65-59181) 
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TBOMAS LESSING BLACK 7 
CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE 



In the future, you should submit requests 
of this type in strict aooordanoe uith Section 107T5 
of the Uanual of Instructions, 
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TO: 

Mr. Vaikart 

Mr. Eames 

M r. Medler 

Mr. Runaldue 

Mr. Say f art h 

M rs. Welch 

Mrs. Collins 

Mr. Short 

M r. O'Connell 
Mr. Linton 

Checkers 

Classifying 

Consolidation 

Exp. Processing 
F il^-Review 

/^■PlXinc Unit 

U.l. Unir 

Numbering Unit 

Personnel Unit 
Stop Desk 

Recording 

Service Unit . 

Ser. Research Desk 

Please Handle 

Note and Return 

See Me 
Call Me 

M 


_Mr. Baumgardner (1244) 1 

_Mr. Branlgan(1527) 

_Mr. Brooking (4651) 

_Miss Campsey(526l) | 

Cent* Research Desk(7630A) ; 
"Chief Clerk(5517) i 

_Mr. Conroy ( 613 OIB) | 

_Mr. Deles (6306IB) 

_Mr. Ferris(7143) * 

JMr. Holroyd(4637) 

_Mr. Innes(4742) 

Mr. Jones(423&) 

~Lab. Files(7621) 

_Lialson Section(7649) - 
_Mail Room(5533) 

_Mr. Renneberger(B-U4) 

_Mr. Rosen (5706) 

_Mr. Stanley(2252) 

_Mlss Vilboume (4134IB ) 

_Mr. Trotter (4131IB) 

_Mr. Vherry(5537) 

_Stat. Section (6219IB) 

Ident Division 




_EXPEDITIOUS ATTN. 

_By Special Messenger 

_Kill Stop 
_Place Stop 
.Change Stop 
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TO i UR. A . B. BELMONT^ 




UNITED STATEy'GOVEB.NMENT 


SUBJECT: 




t»om «_ UR. C. E. 


'ihr 


date i November 4, 
19S4 


THOMAS L . BLACK 
ESPIONAGE - J? 


oo-Ba imgardner 
Bibler 

Bran tgan 
Lamphere 




Mcbob ttf— 

Belnoot 

|Hvbo - 

Mohr 

PfefMttl 

Rot* a 

Torn*- 

Sixoo . 

Htttrtcmi 

TeU. Room 

UoUoomo 

Goody 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 

EXPLOSION OF CHEMICAL STORAGE TANK 
CHARLES %SrfERG LABORATORY ... . 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
October 28, 1954 
SABOTAGE 


Supervisor Norris Bargenstein o ailed from Philadelphia -N 
on the afternoon of November 4, 1954 • Be advised, that Thomas L. ^ 
Black , who has been the subjeot of an espionage investigation , ^ 

came to the Philadelphia Office thte afternoon (ll/4)» Blaok ^ 

was an associate of Barry Gold, and in that case we oonducted I 

extensive investigation and Black admitted oontaote with the 
Soviets in connection with industrial espionage « Blaok denied 
obtaining any classified material for the Soviets, and the net 
result of the investigation was that the Department declined j 

prosecution but regut red his registration under the Foreign ggs ' 

Agents Registration Aot as one who had received instructions 53 • 
(n eapionoge. ff 

ujh ich An £* PX© « ifiV cc i o*V SO/ 

Black is an employee of the Berg Company Be advised 1 ’ 
that during the intensive investigation being conducted by < 

police agencies, he and other employees are being subjected to 
intensive inquiries and that he has been oalled upon to give & 

testimony at a hearing, and did give such testimony on 11/4 . g> ; 

Black states that the company officials are attempting to place §$ j 
the blame for the explosion, which, incidently , resulted in the„..Y&* 
death of a number of people, on employees • Black e tated that /j 
he desires to be placed in touoh with Captain Drteooll, of the [■ 
Philadelphia Polios Department, who is handling the investigation , 
so that he can talk with Driscoll privately • It appears that 
Black's association with Soviet espionage in the post will come 
to life and that, anyway, he thinks his position would be better 
if he at this time dtsoloses to Captain Driscoll his background • 
Bargenstein requested advice as to what action should be taken 
by the Philadelphia Office » 

action i toRD£D,gy j ^ Joy * ! 


J tpld Bargenstein 


tiSlt 


Black s houla b e informed 


V J2£^ 

1 CEB:LL « 

55 K 0 V r W m 


that if he wants to contact the- Philadelphia Polioe Department 

Mr#.. 2 /I 




TO-. 

\| " 


i-'h 




In connection with its investigation , that la a decision for 
him to make; that the Bureau will not advise him in this regard 
and that if Black decides to make such a contact , he should do 
it himself and not request the Bureau to make arrangements for a 
private interview • 

I told Barsenstetn that the question of Black 1 s advising 
the Philadelphia Police Department of his background and involve- 
ment with the Soviets is, again t a matter for Black t o decide 
and that the Bureau oan offer him no advioe In this regard • 
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SUBJECT: 
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SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65*^332) 


<D 


THOMAS LESSING BUCK, was*, 
ESPIONAGE - B 
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i* bo. 

ftF.'ftTohr 

Mr. Pmr?ona 

Mr. Rovin 

Mv. TpTr.ni 

Mr. 817, '*> _ 

Mr. VVinU*rrowd_ 

Ttlt:. Room. 

Mr, Holloman 

Miifl ^Candy 




Bemytels ll-4i-5U and 11-5 -5U advising of BUCK'S ^contact 
with the Philadelphia FD and District Attorney's office re telephonic 
Instructions by Ur* CLEVELAND of the Bureau to this office Hot ember 
8* For the Bureau's further information on 11-11-5 U FRAiUrtROOKHOUSER, 
columnist for the Philadelphia Bulletin, carried as his lead paragraph 
the following! p/\ 


"One of the most sensational stories turned tip in the 
probe of that North Philadelphia chemical plant 
explosion which claimed the lives of ten firoaen still 
hasn't come out* If it ever does, it will be a shocker* 
Involves one of the key men at the plant* Both the 
DA's office and the police have the facte*" 

On 11-16-5 of the Homicide 
Division, Philadelphian) c oniacteaih is office in a routine manner to 
advise that BUCK had furnished the PD with a signed statement in 
which ha admitted that he was a former Soviet espionage agent and 


0 


7j> 



further stated that subsequent to 1951 he had been cooperating with 
the FBI and mas presently on call by the FBI* Further, tha; 
making the statmsemt at the consent of the FBI* flj£geah~ 
desired to know whether BUCK mas cooperating w itnub '"orjCi ether 
had lied in an effort to protect himself* On 11-17-^L $ergeaatv 
was furnished with the information specifically authorised 'liTHr* 
CLEVELAND'S telephone call, namely, that BUCK had registered under .1 ^ 
the Foreign Agents • Registration Act, that his statement was withdrawn J' ~ 
by the Attorney General in accordance with Section 6 of that Act,! " 
that the StateaenVwaa part of the confidential files of the Department 
of justice* igiaStjk mas not advised of BUCK'S past cooperation \J 
with the FBI* ' He said, however, that the information furnished was . 
sufficient for his purposes* 


NSHl< 

cei 13i*-279 (Black) . 

98-2072 (tocpl. Berg Ub*) ...hJtD * « 
(2 Bu, I Fh) 
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THOMAS LESSINu BLACK, WAS. ESP* DASH R* RE PH TELEPHONE CALL WI 

Mrisa fjnwdy 

INSPECTOR CARL HENNRICH AND REMYTEL OCTOBER TWENTY-EIGHT NINETEE llL — 


FIFTY-FOUR, CAPTIONED 


Nj EXPLOSION OF CHEMICAL STORAGE 1 


TANK, CHARLES W. BERG LABORATORIES, PH, PA., OCTOBER TWENTY-EIGHT 
NINETEEN FIFTY-FOUR SABOTAGE^ UMiiUOTg. BLACK APPEARED PH OFFICE 
AFTERNOON NOVEMBER FOUR, NINETEEN FIFTY-FOUR, AND ADVISED HE TESTIFIED 
THAT MORNING RE EXPLOSION AT BERG LABORATORIES. EXPLOSION HAS CLAIMED 
LIVES OF TEN FIREMEN TO DATE, IS RECEIVING EXTENSIVE LOCAL PUBLICITY, 
AND IS BEING INVESTIGATED BY NUMBEROUS CITY DEPARTMENTS. BLACK STATED 
FOLLOWING HIS TESTIMONY THIS MORNING, BERG LAB ATTORNEY, LOUIS 
LIPSCHUTZ,. REMARKED THAT PROBABLY ERIC BERG AND WALTER ALKUS, PARTNERS, 
JESSIE COLEMAN* STATIONARY ENGINEER, AND BLACK WOULD BE ARRESTED FOR 
NEGLIGENCE IN STORING CHEMICALS. AND THAT PRIOR TO ARRESTS. A BACKGROUND 


I 


INVESTIGATION WOULD BE CONDUCTED RE EACH INDIVIDUAL. ERIC BERG 
COGNIZANT OF BLACK-S PAST ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES. BLACK BELIEVES 
LIPSCHUTZ WILL ATTEMPT TO PLACE BLAME ON COLEMAN AND BLACK TO PROVED 


*7^\ 


ESCAPE FOR BERG AND ALKUS, ^ HE BELIEVES BERG , HAS. INFORMER LIPSCHUTZ OF 
BLACK-S PAST ACTIVITIES AND IS FEARFUL LIPSCHUTZ MAY ATTEMPT TO USE 

9 • 

THIS INFOiTO~MA£E BLACK SCAPEGOAT 'OF EXPLOSION. BLACK EXPRESSED DESIRE 
FOR THIS OFF ICE- TO ARRANGL__PRIVAT£ INTERVIEW BETWEEN INSPECTOR JOHN > J 


;e_private interview between 
t£ • 117 RECORDED • 32 

... . .t & ® . A . « i. M m*. m . . . a. M M . —I M A • M 


r - m Us 


DRISCOLL. PH PD. AND BLACK. AND ASKED TO WHAT EXTENT HE! SHOULD > DIVULGE 
TO DRISCOLL INFO RE PAST ESPIONAGE AC T I V I T IES 'l N N l 0R D & 1 T<J PROTECT 

• * \ T* , L.J — ^ .* m 

OWN INTEREST RE EXPLOSION. BLACK WAS*.INFORMEb~THAT THIS.,OFF ; ICft COULD NoT 


END PAGE ONE 


■‘Oq* . 

U t 

1 t ■ 


CORR LINE THREE WD XX SH READ -CAPTIONED QUOTE UNSUB SI(JI COLON ETC. 

// j/Of-T 


PAGE TWO 


ARRANGE INTERVIEW WITH DRISCOLL, AND THAT HE WAS FREE TO USE OWN JUDGE- 
1CNT IN MATTERS DISCUSSED WITH DRISCOLL IN EVENT HE PERSONALLY ARRANGED 
INTERVIEW, BLACK INDICATED HE WOULD SEEK INTERVIEW WITH DRISCOLL, 
BUREAU-S ATTENTION DIRECTED TO DEPARTMENTAL MEMO MAY TWENTY 
NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE, WHICH REVEALS BLACK— S REGISTRATION STATEMENT IS 
BEING WITHHELD FROM PUBLIC EXAMINATION PENDING DEVELOPMENTS, BLACK-S 
INVOLVEMENT IN C.URRENT HEARINGS MAY LEAD TO PUBLICITY CONCERNING 
BLACK, AT THREE P.M, NOVEMBER FOUR NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR OFFICIAL REQUEST 
FOR INFO RECEIVED FROM PH PD, RE BLACK, feoNlp* 


COMMENTED HE HAD HEARD BLACK WAS A COMMUNIST, 


DISCLOSED INVESTI- 


GATION REVEALED BLACK DID NOT GRADUATE FROM PA, STATE COLLEGE AND HE 
IS PERSONALLY TRAVELLING TO STATE COLLEGE, PA., TODAY TO GET COPY OF 


SCHOOL RECORD. PER 


3isil 


ON REQUESTED TO FURNISH P PD 

FV 


WITH INFO CONTAINED IN BLACK-S REGISTRATION STATEMENT AND FACT THAT 
BLACK HAS BE^N COOPERATIVE PAST FEW YEARS WITH PH OFFICE. 


MC CABE 


CORR LINE THIRTEEN WD SEVEN SH BE «PH» 
END AND ACK PLS 
WA PH R A VA MS 
TU DISC * 
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t . , -. 1 Mr. Nicho)* 


FROM 'PH 
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' • • •'•■** >'• Mr. Rn*ri» 


.DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT. / ;> ;.r ;>;/ ;y . Zfc-i-y*- '•' •■• Vf"*.-;- •'* 

IWSUB, EXPLOSION OF CHEMICAL STORAGE TANK. CHARLES W". BERG LAB) 


•A^PHILA.. j :PA ..‘OCTOBER TWENTYEI.GHT : NINETEEN -F IF.TYFOUR SABOT AGt^i 

A ; » < . * * V V _v* .* . * • 


Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Sizoo_ 

Mr. WiTitCTTowtL. 


<lv t ; 


SIX ZERO SEVEN AM, ^OCT. >TWENTYEIGHT FIF.TYFOUR FIRE ALARM STRUCK AND, 


FIREMEN. ANSWERING ALARM RECEIVED. ; COMPLAINTS IN NEIGHBORHOOD OF HEAVY 


ODORS EMANATING FROM -REAR OF CAPTIONED ‘FIRM-; -PREMISES. -ONE El CJtT^Jf 


TWO SEVEN NORTH FIFTY. ST. /FIREMEN;, IN-PROCESS OF ■ EXAMINING: TOUR :?f 


THOUSAND GALLON ALUMINUM CHEMICAL/STORAGE TANK SITUATED OUTDOORS AT 


•REAR .OF ; DU I LD INC TO DETECT pURCE;OFy VAPORS . 7»PH FIRE M&RSH AL'APVI SED 




7 vl/v THI S /TANK EXPLODED -WHILE BEING VEXAMINED: RESULTING IN DEATH; OF.^ONE ;?*/. 

r > ' . . - , . ( ,.»* \ « .• .1 - »'■* \ '*V — . - 

?i^EPUTY FIRE CH IEF, AND TWO BATTALION/ F IRE CH I EFS, 7 1 NJURY TO ^TWENTY 

FIREMEN'’ AND; THREE POLICEMEN.^NO 'FIRE 'PRESENT 'BEFORE OR AFTER .EXPLOSION . ’ W 

♦ ’ * ‘ ■* ■. ■'* '' / ’■ *. •' 1 * i* ' • V* / . v . ’*■ *• *. - ... *■ 

-• . * - 1 r •» . * / * » * • » ' - , . . * * > / -* 


|f>-NO COMPANY; EMPLOYEES PRESENT AT; ? TIME OF/ EXPLOSION. //TANK TOTALLY 


DEMOLISHED ; AND '. WINDOWS v BRO KEN ilN ' SURROUNDI NC-.STRU CTURES . '/ ERI C ' BERG, 

PARTNER. BERG LABORATORIES.^ STATED;. F I RM : HOLDS' NO GOVERNMENT. CONTRACTS . 

. .* . • r/.V V'/ v ; .'***.. '*'•/ ' •’ \/ 

REPRESENTATIVE OF DOW CHEMICALvCO;^ PRODUCER OF- STORED CHEMICAL. 

'V'v-v;.' ■" ' \f ' • •• 


ADVISED VAPORS OF. STORED CHEMICALS ARE HIGHLY EXPLOSIVE 


IGNITED BY 


y SPARK OR FLAME . -/vCHEMI C ALS /STOREp^AT /ATMOSPHER I C/ 1 PRESSURE, ' DIRECT. 
./FLAME NOT: APPLIED TO TANK,S<M|MTINGVpF}^iEMiCALS^ACCOi^LISHED;BY ’# 
-STEAM COIL 'WITHIN TANK NOT . IN^pPER ATI ON t AT/TI / OF EXPLQ SI ON . NO •'> 


.WV; OPEN FLAME I S .IN ;; V I C I N I Ty'.'^OF/Vs.T ORA GEfT AN K i/ j J T I RE :iM ARSH AL-S INVESTIGATORS g 

' :■■■■':: '■■■ ' ^ ^ -V : C ’ ‘ .H’ 

•” /' ^ i ^ ABB 1*41 BBBMMM 4J • ( A 4i A 1 Aft/ A I IV Tff S! 1 


aiX.y. 


STATE CAUSE OF EXPLOSION UNDETERMINED. THOMAS BLACK, BUFILE 


1 fsiXTYFIVE DASH FOUR THREE THREE TWO, CURRENTLY EMPLOYED : CAPTIONED 

COMPANY^ /NO INVESTIGATION BEING ‘CONDUCTED NO REPORT WILL ..BE SUBMITTED. 

■ -yy.> V, • ; Vi 'a 'irA'* <■■•'" ■ J • 

V •,*?;. MO CABE\^-l?:‘v £41$ J- X 
> .•■■COPR.--^IME..'4ii'i#D'9:.SHp .BE -•IF*. , "■ 
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Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


non — * — ; 


m 

• A. H. Belmontr y 
W.’rA.-BfauMgan 


DATE] November 5xtiy\ 
1954. JfY / 


a 


woejecti +2HCWS L. BLACK (65-5918) - - 

•r*. ESPIONAGE - R ' 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS} 

- EXPLOSION OF CHEMICAL STORAGE TANK 
W. BERG LABORATORY 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
» ... OCTOBER 28, 1954 
■ SABOTAGE 
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Philadelphia Police Department has advised they 
are presently investigating Black's Communist background and 
have requested information of the Philadelphia office . 

By teletype dated 11-4-54, the Philadelphia office 
requests permission to furnish Philadelphia Police Department 
with information contained in Black's Registration Statement 
and fact that Black has been cooperative past few years with 
Philadelphia office . 

On morning of 10-28-54, a chemical storage tank at 
Charles W . Berg Laboratories, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
exploded while being examined for source of escaping vapors . 
Explosion resulted in death of 1 Deputy Fire Chief and 
2 Battalion Fire Chiefs, as well as injury to 20 firemen and 
J policemen. Thomas L. Black is presently employed Berg 
Laboratories. Arrests are imminent s for negligence in storing 
chemicals. Black believes due to knowledge of his past 
activities by Ertc<B^rg, partner Charles W. Berg Laboratory, 
attempt will be made to make Black scapegoat of explosion. 

Black is registered as a foreign agent. His registration M 
statement has not been made public to date, although his 
identity as a Soviet agent, has 'been reported to Congress 

Black was bom July 5» 190?t at Bloomsburg, 1 
Pennsylvania. He has' admitted becoming involved with Soviets irf! 
1934'when he and Ferdinand P. Heller went to Amtorg,' New York ft 

- ♦ j ' 1 . 4 * - • - 
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City , to inquire about seeking employment in Russia • At 
Amtorg , Black and Heller met Gaik £, Otxikimian, Soviet 
espionage agent operating in United States in l^JO's, Black 
has admitted contacting and sometimes furnishing information 
to Otxikimian and subsequent Soviet espionage superiors 
1934 to 194?» The information consisted of industrial 
secrets of various companies by which Black employed • 
Information concerning penicillin and sorbitol (the source of 
Vitamin C ) was passed • It was Black who first recruited 
Harry Gold introducing Gold to Gold , s first Soviet espionage 
superior • All information developed concerning Black has been 
disseminated to the Department and the Criminal Di vis ton 
declined to prosecute Blaok • 

Black on February 2 $, 1953 » filed with the Foreign 
Agents Registration Section of the Department of Justice 
wider Section 20 (a) a statement in which he furnished a 
resume of his espionage activities • The Criminal Division 
under date of April 10 , 1953 > asked the Bureau if this 
statement should be made public • By memo of April 2 ?, 1953 » 
we furnished the Criminal Division the facts concerning 
Black's cooperation with us but stated we did not desire to 
make a recommendation for or against the withdrawing from 
public examination of his registration statement • By memo 
of May 20 , 1953 » Criminal Division stated the statement 

was being withheld from public examination • 

m 

RECOMMENDATION: 


In view of the request of the Philadelphia Police 
Department for information on Black, it is recommended that 
we immediately contact the Internal Security Division of the 
Department pointing out the facts in this matter and determine 
if they desire the registration statement of Black made 
axxiilable to the Philadelphia Police Department which in 
effect will make the statement public • 

If the Internal Security Division desires to do 
this and desires we make a copy available to the Philadelphia 
Police Department we will inform the Philadelphia office to 
make a copy available to the Police Department • 


The Philadelphia office will be instructed not to 
stake any statements as to Black's cooperation in the past with 
that office ♦ ^ r 
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